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Founder’s Message 

 

A project in transition 

 
In late October we started our sixth season at the Indian Gymkhana in King’s Circle: a remarkable 
achievement. It only seems yesterday that I emailed Chris Way at Reality Gives requesting a meet 
and a chat about an idea I had. We met at Leopold’s cafe in Colaba. The meeting took less than an 
hour; the outcome simple: OK, go do it! 
 
Thanks to the efforts of a hard-working band of volunteers in the UK, and generous donations from 
children, families, clubs, and first-class counties we have taken over two tons of clothing and 
equipment to Mumbai since the autumn of 2009. In so doing we have kitted-out not only the 
children of Dharavi, but also donated equipment to fourteen schools, four orphanages, two NGOs, 
and four children’s foundations involved in cricket, volleyball and football. 
 
The efforts on the ground in Mumbai have been no less industrious. Thanks to the work of Chris 
Way, Peter Woolcock, and our coaches Bhavana Patil and Harshad Bhojnaik, Project Front Foot has a 
coaching programme of which it can be rightly proud. Indeed, the current structure is a blueprint for 
both the current season and the way ahead.  
 
However, through no fault of our own, the goal posts, or in our case the stumps, have been moved. 
The airlines we have dealt with over the last six years – BA and Jet – have both reduced the amount 
of free checked bags they are willing to offer.  
 
To this can be added the recent decision by Reality Gives to reduce their funding to Project Front 
Foot. They will still cover the wage bill for our coaches and assistants, a generous gesture in itself, 
but will concentrate the bulk of their funding on child education within Dharavi. 
 
The cornerstone of PFF has always been the recycling of cricket clothing and kit. This, in turn, has 
given us an identifiable link with Dharavi, the centre of Mumbai’s recyling industry. However, the 
decision of the airlines, combined with that of Reality, means a rethink on project policy. A policy 
that needs to take into account the minimal cost of buying kit in India compared to that in the UK.  
 
While still in a position to take several bags of recycled clothing and equipment from the UK to India, 
the way forward is to buy the bulk of our kit in Mumbai. Reality has a link with a sports goods 
manufacturer who would be able to supply all our needs at a discounted rate. This change of policy, 
however, would require more funding than we have been able to secure in recent years.  
 
The UK charity £ is currently stretched to breaking point; the 186,000 registered international and 
local charities vying for ever-decreasing funding. As things currently stand, Project Front Foot has 
enough funds to continue for one more season, two at a push. If you can help in any respect, 
however modest, with our funding needs, then do please get in touch. 
 
Vic Mills 
December 2014.       
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Project Summary 

 
 
We were able to take six bags or around 140kgs of donated clothing and kit to Mumbai courtesy of 
Jet Airways.  
 
The volume of kit enabled us to support not only the children of Dharavi, but also the work with 
underprivileged children of NGOs Salaam Bombay and CORP (Community Outreach Programme).  
 
In recycling last season’s kit we were further able to support the Indian Gymkhana U18 and U23 
sides. Beyond Mumbai, our Rural Schools Initative was able to provide plastic wicket sets, bats and 
tennis balls to seven schools around Maharashtra.   
 
The Reality Gives Reception Centre in Dharavi again doubled as project headquarters and venue for 
our Kit Day on 12 November. In a departure from previous years, Reality Gives sponsored the cricket 
shirts, flannels and boots.    
 
The jewel in the project crown remains the Indian Gymkhana Ground at King’s Circle. Sincere thanks 
are again due to the Gymkhana President, Mr Jayant Lapsdi, and the Cricket Club Secretary, Mr K 
Satya Murthy, for their continued support. 
 
We added a further morning to our coaching schedule. Our sessions now run Tuesday to Friday  
during the seven-month season and between 9-11 in the morning. The sessions are divided between 
our  U12, U14 and U16 squads.  
 
We were again fortunate to secure the services of Bhavana Patil and Harshad Bhojnaik as coaches  
along with assistant coaches Jigar, Satish and Chetan.  
 
The ground work for the new season was done by Reality Gives Director of Sport, Peter Woolcock, 
and our coaches. The combination of improved structure and performance meters has resulted in an 
impressive blueprint for both the current season and the way ahead.  
 
Fitness tests will again be conducted for all age groups at both the beginning and end of the season. 
One to one player-coach discussions will be held mid-season to chart the players’ progress. A new 
initiative this season will be a talk on Nutrition for Cricket by our coaches.  
 
The Player of the Month awards, much coveted last season, will continue along with an end of 
season function in Dharavi where the Player of the Season will be announced. 
 
Our coaches have again been instructed to arrange competitive matches each month during the 
season, one for each age group and, where possible, to enter PFF representative sides in local 
tournaments.         
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 Kit 4 Kids 
 

Summer Appeal 
 
A successful summer appeal brought donated kit from Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire. In this respect we were again able to count on the support of PFF regulars: Peter Mason 
at Collingham CC, John Ellison at Trent Bridge, and Heather Gosling at the Derbyshire Cricket Board. 
In collecting and storing the kit, I’m indebted to project stalwart Tim Gill. 
  

     
      Kit collection from the Trent Bridge club shop               Notts helmets on show at PFF HQ                                

 

         
       Tim with Heather from the             Donated caps and gloves         Plastic wicket sets destined for   
        Derbyshire Cricket Board               our Rural Schools Initiative
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Passage to India 
 
PFF base camp in Tilehurst again provided the venue for our annual Sort & Pack preparations. 
Without the luxury of sending extra bags to Mumbai during the summer, every kilo of clothing and 
kit had to count. Such was the volume that the exercise spilled over onto the garage forecourt. 
Eventually, though, the six bags were packed to their 23kg limit.   
 

         
          With only six bags every kilo had to count                                Next stop Mumbai 
 
The newly renovated Chhatrapati Shivaji airport in Mumbai made life a lot easier on arrival. Not 
even a three-hour delay due to a diversion to Ahmedabad could dampen spirits. With Reality on 
hand with a 4x4 and willing helpers, the kit and I were soon safely ensconced in Matunga.  

 

           
                Ready for action                               PFF’s Kit 4 Kids                             All makes and sizes    
 

Jet Airways 
 
With PFF having appeared in the Initiative section of the Jet Airways in-flight magazine, Jet Wings, in 
January 2014, the hope was that this would cement a permanent bond between airline and project. 
Unfortunately, Jet Airways had a change of heart citing budget difficulties; after much lobbying of 
senior staff and directors, the airline waived the cost of just two bags, and offered a reduced rate of 
£90 per bag for the purchase of two extra bags. Due to the volume of kit collected we had little 
option but to pay the £180.      
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Pitch & Pre-Season Planning 
 

Indian Gymkhana Ground, King’s Circle 
 
While a groundsman may struggle to combat the unpredictable nature of the English climate, it is 
nothing compared to the annual task that faces the Gymkhana’s mali with much of his square quite 
literally washed away. Soil erosion is not something we in the UK have to consider when preparing 
for the new season. At King’s Circle combating erosion is the first priority. A monsoon that lingered 
long into September prevented the mali from yet again planting any grass seed for the new season.   
 

     
                            Rebuilding the square                             The Gymkhana mali watering the top soil   
                                                 

     
                Heavy roller arrives at the Gymkhana                                  The nets go up 
 
The rebuilding of the square began with the arrival of several lorry loads of top soil. A combination 
of small ground crew, working in tandem with the mali’s team, fashioned a rough base coat of top 
soil.  Much of this was done during the cooler evening hours, with the morning given over to 
extensive watering. The soil was then compacted by a day of heavy rolling. A further layer of finely 
sifted soil was then added before a final rolling took place. Each morning during the following week 
the mali soaked the wicket table and allowed it to bake at temperatures in the mid-30Cs.  
 
With a population of 23 million and growing, Mumbai does not have enough grounds to go around. 
Of the seven that existed in Matunga thirty years ago, five have fallen victim to property developers. 
The Indian Gymkhana at King’s Circle is the nearest ground to Dharavi and can be reached by our 
children on foot in fifteen minutes. We continue to have an excellent working relationship with the 
Gymkhana thanks to the support and far-sightedness of Cricket Club Secretary, Mr K Satya Murthy. 
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The PFF Team 

 
The combination of late monsoon and early Diwali led to a staggered start to our sixth season. The 
stop-start nature offered a further opportunity to refine the project structure and to verse the 
coaches in the new performance monitoring processes. The latter enable both coaches and potential 
donors to gauge a player’s improvement in the various disciplines during the season. With Harshad 
away for the early weeks of the season due to playing commitments, this gave an opportunity for 
the assistant coaches Jigar, Satish and Chetan to take on more responsibility. 

 

         
                        Bhavana & Jigar             Instructions for Chetan       Peter delivers his team talk     
 

Peter Woolcock 
 
In late January 2015 we will be losing a much valued member of our project team: Peter Woolcock, 
Reality Gives Director of Sport, will be moving with his wife, Steff, to live and work in the US. During 
his two year involvement with PFF Peter has worked tirelessly in partnership with our coaches to 
create a first-class coaching structure and monitoring process.  

 

         
Dharavi Kit Day 2013            The umpire’s decision is final            Refining the structure 

 
Peter brought new ideas and a fresh impetus to our sessions. His fitness tests remain a high point of 
the season. For the first time this season, and at his instigation, coaches and kids will be given 
information on Nutrition for Cricket. 
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          Sharing a joke with Bhavana and the gang            Coach Peter with the Reality football girls   
 
Peter has represented PFF and Reality Gives at several official functions at the Gymkhana; he was a 
prime mover in securing tickets for our kids to attend an IPL match at the national stadium last May; 
and a few weeks later was on hand to MC our inaugural awards night in Dharavi. He will be sorely 
missed both at the Gymkhana and around Dharavi. On behalf of myself, the kids and coaches, I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank Peter for all his hard work on the project’s behalf, and to 
wish both him and Steff a bright and exciting future across the pond.   
 
 

Recycling 

 
In keeping with the recycling mantra coming out of Dharavi, PFF is reluctant to throw anything away. 
This occasionally leads to work for local tradesmen as they patch, repair and generally make good 
project kit that is damaged or worn. Pictured below, a local Matunga cobbler has put aside his usual 
shoe repairs, and is pressed into service stitching a kit bag. The wicket-keeping pads were patched, 
glued and stitched, thereby extending their playing days by several seasons. The bat, meanwhile, 
cracked and destined only for use with tennis balls, was glued, tacked and included in the kit for 
Tarapur.    
 

         
                 Vital repairs to kit bag                      Recycled pads                           As good as new 
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PFF Season 2014-2015 
 

Pre-season 

 
Undaunted by the delayed work to the ground, and the later than usual official start to the season, 
our sessions started in late October. It mattered little to the kids that we were still three weeks away 
from handing out the kit or that we couldn’t use the square. This period became the project’s pre-
season; and never was a period more whole-heartedly endorsed or enjoyed than by our returning 
players and the new intake.  

 

             
                  Sameer leads the warm-up routine                            Jigar with the slip cordon 
       

            
                            Classic forward defensive                                  Happiness is a new season 
 
Pre-season it may be, but there was no slipping of standards: players were told to bring water 
bottles; each session began with a warm-up routine; fielding, batting and bowling drills were 
organised; kit bags had to be packed and returned to the pavilion; and player registration ended 
each session, but not before the compulsory banana break. 

 

             
          Cricket to play                   Kit to pack                      Bags to carry                        Bananas to eat 
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Project Kit Day 
 
The sixth PFF Kit Day was held on Wednesday 12 November at the Reality Gives Reception Centre in 
Dharavi. An excited bunch of young cricketers had gathered outside well before the 9 o’clock start 
time. In a departure from previous years, Reality Gives had kindly sponsored both shirts and flannels. 
In so doing we were able, for the first time, to have both the Reality Gives and Project Front Foot 
logos proudly displayed on the shirts. 
 

      . 
    Peter with the T-shirts        Looking good              Suited and booted            The smiles say it all   
 
I’m indebted to Peter at Reality Gives for overseeing the printing and purchase of the kit; to Harshad 
Bhojnaik for securing a manufacturer; and to Asim Shaikh also at Reality for once again sourcing  
the footwear. Our job was made all the easier on Kit Day by the added help of Jigar and Lethy. My 
thanks, too, to Vincent de Gouw in far away Sydney who designed the PFF logo back in the summer 
of 2009.  
 

          
                    Peter with the early arrivals                                       Homeward bound and happy  
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First Session with the New Kit 
 
The scene at the next coaching session a day later was nothing short of spectacular. In new boots, 
crisp white flannels, and with the Reality and PFF logos proudly displayed across their new shirts the 
boys created quite a stir among passers-by and Gymkhana regulars. The mantra: look like a cricketer, 
feel like a cricketer, play like a cricketer. 

 

   
                                   New kit on parade                                  All dressed up and somewhere to go                    
   

             
                     Bring it on                    Next man in             Primed and ready               Take five 
 
Conscious of the need for progression from junior to senior cricket, the current programme has a 
structure in place for players to step up from PFF into the Indian Gymkhana Club U18 squad. 

 

     
                   Final checks before taking guard                                     Team catching drill  
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Season launch 
 

Gymkhana tradition dictates that the season does not get officially underway until the pitch has 
been blessed. This involves a complex ritual of incantations, a garland of marigolds, incense sticks, 
the breaking of a coconut, and the offering of sweets. It was fitting that the opening ceremony  
was undertaken by the mali. Having worked long and hard on the pitch and outfield he was given  
the task of blessing the ground and season.    
 

     
                                   Breaking the coconut                                   Garlanded stumps 
                                                                                                                              
Eager to make up for lost time, kids and coaches were keen to test the new wicket to the full. With 
assistant coach, Satish, in charge the batsmen couldn’t wait to pad up and take to the nets. The 
bowlers, too, anxious to shake off the post-monsoon rust, were every bit as keen to be put through 
their paces off a long run up and with hard or seasoned balls. In light of recent events, PFF remains 
strict on player safety: no batsman is allowed to enter the net area without a helmet and the 
required protective equipment. 

 

     
                    Keen to make up for lost time                     Batsman-friendly conditions at the Gymkhana                         
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Player of the Month Awards 

 
One of the many project successes last season proved to be the creation of the Player of the Month 
Awards for each age group. The decision-making panel for the awards comprises of our coaches, 
assistants, and Reality’s Director of Sport. Selection criteria include: attendance, attire, helpfulness, 
attitude, and improved performance. The season will conclude with a function in Dharavi to 
announce the PFF Player of the Year. 
 
The U12 winner for November, Kaysar Ali, arrives at the project with almost the complete game. He 
can bat, catch, throw and is the most promising bowler in his age group by some distance. The early 
season performances of U14 winner, Mayur Wagadeeya, and U16 winner, Azam Khan, clearly 
demonstrate the benefits of our coaching programme. Both featured prominently in PFF’s opening 
game victories in late November against strong Indian Gymkhana Academy sides.      

 

     
         U12 winner, Kaysar Ali                        Our November winners L-R: Azam, Kaysar & Mayur 

 

     
            Mayur with proud coach, Bhavana                                 All smiles from U16 winner, Azam 
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Sameer’s Story 

 
One of a family of seven children from Bihar, India’s poorest state, Sameer’s parents sent him to live 
with his brother in Dharavi some years ago. While attending IT classes at Reality’s reception centre 
he became aware of Project Front Foot. A shy, reserved youngster he soon made his presence felt in 
the nets and practice sessions. As an eleven year old he represented the project’s U14, U16 and U18 
sides. Two years on and he was playing for the Indian Gymkhana U18 and U23 sides. Taking it all in 
his stride, Sameer has continued to improve under the guidance of coaches Bhavana and Harshad. 
Quite simply, he is the best player to come out of the project. The classic all-rounder: he bowls fast 
left-arm off an economical run up, bats with flair, and is electric in the field.  
 
In April and May this year he attended the Mumbai Cricket Association Area Cricket Camp at Dada. 
From various centres around Mumbai each chooses a squad of 25 to represent their area in a series 
of matches from which the Mumbai U14 squad is chosen. From this tough selection process – the 
majority of boys from middle and upper-class families and good schools – Sameer was chosen as one 
of the 25 to represent Dada. A steep learning curve for a boy from Dharavi, the final step to the 
Mumbai U14 squad just eluded him. However, a year older and with more experience, he will go to 
the U16 camp next April in good heart. With talent aplenty and a great attitude, Sameer’s story is set 
to run and run. We wish him all the success in the coming months.      
 

 
November 2011 and already showing promise 

 

          
        Taking on water           Peter’s fitness test            Player of the Season              Time to cool off 



                           Project Front Foot UK Registered Charity No. 1144103                                                     16 

Beyond Dharavi  
 

Rural Schools Initiative 

 
Over the last few years PFF has, thanks to the volume of donated kit, been able to swap city for 
country, and slum kids for school kids. The aim in developing our Rural Schools Initiative is to take a 
simple package of kit – bats, tennis balls and plastic wicket sets – to remote country schools that 
have little in the way of sporting equipment. 
 

     
      Kit handover in Jamshet with school founder,              Kit for the Zilla Parishad School in the  
                         Mr Pratap Gaikwad                                                       village of Vasant Pada     
 
In mid-November PFF visited five schools around Tarapur in the north of Maharashtra. The first of 
these, the Bal Nandanvan Nisang School in Jamshet, has 450 boarders, aged 6-14, from a radius of 
50 kilometres. If not for the school, and the efforts of founder Mr Pratap Gaikwad, it is likely that 
these children of migrant workers would not receive any formal education.  

 

     
     Lunch over and time to clean the plates at the           Packed slips cordon at the Zilla Parishad 
     Comrade Ramrao Parulekar School, Aashagad                               School, Ambesari 
 
The cornerstone of any form of overseas aid is impact. How soon will the donated items reach the 
intended parties and then how soon will they be used? In the case of PFF, and thanks to a little help 
from our friends, the impact is immediate. Indeed, in the last school we visited – the Zilla Parishad 
School in Ambesari – the children were using the kit within five minutes of the official handover.  
 
 



                           Project Front Foot UK Registered Charity No. 1144103                                                     17 

     
          Impact immediate at the Zilla Parishad                    Democracy in action: one delivery each               
                              School, Ambesari                                       and then the bat is handed to the next  
 
In developing our Rural Schools Initiative, I’m indebted to Ramakant Chaudhary and Milind Patil of 
Galaxy Surfactants in Tarapur for the planning and groundwork of our visit; in Matunga my thanks to 
Vijay Ramachandran for co-ordinating the trip, and to Vinod Seth at Allied Aviation for providing a 
car and our champion driver, Chand.  
 
 

CORP  
 
I was invited to the Gymkhana one evening in mid-November to meet Jonathan from the Community 
Outreach Programme (CORP). The programme runs a small orphanage in Grant Road which some 
sixty street kids attend daily for food and a little entertainment. Over the past few months, the latter 
has included one session a week of cricket coaching at both Grant Road and at CORP’s other centre 
in Thane. Our coaches, Bhavana and Harshad, give their time to coach these kids. PFF was delighted 
to assist CORP with a donation of bats, tennis balls and wicket sets. 
 
 

Salaam Bombay 

 
At the Indian Gymkhana, we donated protective equipment and pads to the NGO Salaam Bombay 
with whom we share the ground. 
 
 

Interstate  
 
Krishna Pujara, Reality Gives co-founder, delivered a bag of recycled Gymkhana kit to a village in 
Karnakata along with a further bag to a school with which we have links in southern Maharashtra.    
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Obituaries  
Mr P R Subramanian 

                     1943-2014 
 
It is with great sadness that I report the death, in late September, of Mr P R Subramanian (Suby). A 
great friend and supporter of Project Front Foot, Suby was solely responsible for helping secure our 
ground in October 2009. Without the use of the Indian Gymkhana at King’s Circle, there is every 
likelihood that the project would not have got off the ground. Suby was also a key figure, along with 
Ramu, Ramakant, Milind and Chand, in what has become our Rural Schools Initiative. In October 
2011, his help and advice was of immense value as we took our first unsteady steps in bringing 
500kgs of clothing and kit from the UK to Mumbai by air freight. A gentle, soft spoken man, Suby’s 
contribution to the project proved a key factor in its growth and development. To honour his 
memory, Project Front Foot will hold a tournament at the Gymkhana in May involving a PFF XI along 
with others from local NGOs.    
 

 
 

Martin Fisher 
1952-2104 

 
Project Front Foot lost another good friend in early December with the death of Martin Fisher at the 
ridiculously young age of 62. A multi-talented junior, he represented Lincolnshire at cricket, football 
and rugby. After completing his degree at Borough Road College in London, Martin took a post 
teaching Maths at a school in Gainsborough. A one-school teacher he taught for 35 years before 
taking early retirement. An occasional driver of the school mini-bus he happily volunteered to be our 
White Van Man during the early kit collections. A respected teacher, a good friend, and a fine 
sportsman, Martin will be much missed.     
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Close of play at the Zilla Parishad School, Ambesari 
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