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Project Highlights 
 
The autumn visit to Mumbai proved something of a tour de force in project terms with the two 
branches of our work placed in sharp focus. The tone was set with the early announcement of a 
sponsorship agreement with Allcargo Logistics and subsequent launch of The Dharavi Cricket 
Academy. There were dramatic changes on the coaching front too with three afternoon sessions 
added to allow children with morning school commitments to attend. Work on our Rural Schools 
Initiative was no less frenetic with kit packages placed with five schools in country areas along with 
two in Navi Mumbai. We forged a new link with the Lions Club Dahisar who took our kit to their 
adopted village north of Mumbai. We also gave a Diwali gift of tennis balls to a Matunga orphanage, 
while our final kit package went to a children’s cancer hospital in Lower Parel.   
 
 

Allcargo Logistics 
 
At midnight on 9 November we announced a new sponsorship agreement with Allcargo Logistics of 
Mumbai. Seven months in the making, the funding will ensure the future of PFF Dharavi and enable 
us to take it to the next level. As befitting the significance of the event, it was agreed with immediate 
effect to create The Dharavi Cricket Academy.  

 

                    
                                                                                                               Allcargo HQ, Santacruz  
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy   
 
The season for the newly formed Dharavi Cricket Academy – our seventh on the ground in Mumbai –
began on Tuesday 2 November. The coaching duties for the seven-month season will be shared 
between head coaches, Bhavana and Harshad, and assistants Janardan, Akshay and Amar.   

 

     
          Bhavana with the end of session summary                     Cricket theory with Harshad 



New coaching format 
 
Our coaching days and timings have changed this season to enable the admission of those children 
who attend morning school. We now coach three days a week – Tuesday, Thursday and Friday – 
during the November to May season; morning sessions are from 07.30 to 09.00 and afternoons from 
16.00 to 17.30.  

 

       
     Front foot play with the Lancs CCC Foundation                  Close catching drill with Bhavana 
 
The intake for the 2015-2016 season was set at 85 children. To go beyond this would compromise on 
safety and blur the distinction between coaching and crowd control. The morning and afternoon 
children have been split into three groups with each allocated two sessions of coaching a week.  
 
 

Diwali Delight 
 
Keen to enter the Diwali spirit PFF gave each of the Dharavi children a new Kwik Kricket T-shirt as 
part of the celebrations along with samosas at the session’s end.  

 

      
                 Fun and games at the Gymkhana                                                Samosa Power 
 
 

The Gymkhana Ground 

 
With on-going renovations to the pavilion and road-widening set to take place around the ground 
we are unable to host matches at the Gymkhana this season. As a consequence our coaches have 
moved all fixtures to Shivaji Park.  



The Team at Reality Gives 
 
Project Front Foot is blessed with a first-rate team at our sister NGO, Reality Gives. They run the day-
to-day project business from their Community Centre in Dharavi. Indeed, it was they who conducted 
negotiations with Allcargo throughout the summer providing budgets and business plans. And it is 
they who now liaise with our coaches to ensure the project’s smooth running. Huge thanks to Lethy, 
Joe, Jyoti, Ravi, Luana, Lydia, Asim and Mayur for all their hard work on the project’s behalf.  
 
 

Rural Schools Initiative  
 
The other branch of PFF – our Rural Schools Initiative – saw kit packages taken to two schools in Navi 
Mumbai in late October. Two further packages were left to be distributed by the Galaxy Surfactants 
CSR team at a project for underprivileged children in North Mumbai and at a school in Pune.  

 

       
              Kit handover with the sports captain             850 kids at the Wavanje Village School and our 
                    at the Turbhe Primary School                       donation is the sum total of their sports kit     
 
The second Kit Drop, aided and abetted again by Galaxy’s CSR team, took place on Saturday 21 
November. During a busy morning spent traversing highways and dusty country roads we gave kit 
packages to three schools with another bound for a school in Gujarat.  

 

        
        Kit handover at the Dhekale Ashram School         With the girls and boys of Embur Village School 
 
A sobering thought: while the headmaster at Dhekale School was delighted with our donation of kit, 
he was more concerned about securing funding for solar lighting to help combat the growing threat 
to his child boarders of rats and snakes.   



Lions Club Dahisar 

 
In early November I was approached by the Lions Club Dahisar to provide a kit package for their 
adopted village of Sulshatpada in between Mumbai and Tarapur. Lions Club officials handed over the 
kit in a formal ceremony with village members.   
                                                                                 

      
                         Handover of PFF kit to village members                Lions Club of Dahisar & PFF 
 
 

Orphanage & Children’s Hospital 
 
As a Diwali gift over the holiday period I was further able to place a box of tennis balls with the 
Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Home for Children in Matunga.  
 
The final wicket sets, bats and balls of our 175kg consignment went to the Bai Jerbai Wadia Hospital 
for Children in Mumbai.  
 
 

Any other business 

 
As part of a general administrative reorganisation all future PFF-related correspondence will be sent 
from our projectfrontfoot@gmail.com email address. Please amend your records accordingly. 
 
In a similar vein, the Start of Season Report will be replaced by a Half-Yearly Project Review to be 
published in January and July. 
 
Our 50 for Front Foot fundraiser remains open. If you have not already contributed, and would like 
to do so, please click on the following link https://www.justgiving.com/Timothy-Gill1/.   
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