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Cover Picture 
 
Mid-November and the children of the Dhekale Ashram School display a selection of kit presented as 
part of our Rural Schools Initiative. As we drove out of the school the assembled posse could be seen 
making for a piece of waste ground to test the equipment. To alleviate the likelihood of mayhem the 
headmaster had wisely given them a single tennis ball for practice.  
 
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 
 
After the helter-skelter start to our seventh season in November, December settled to some solid 
coaching sessions at the Gymkhana with our staff taking stock of the new intake and their respective 
abilities.  
 
 
Kit Distribution 

 

 
L-R: Reality staff, Jyoti & Lethy, distribute the kit  
 
 

 
There was early excitement among the 
Academy players with the arrival and 
distribution of their kit: shirt, flannels and 
boots. The slight delay in distribution was 
due to the timing of the Diwali holidays 
and a glitch with the logo of our new 
sponsor, Allcargo Logistics. The 
transformation at the next coaching 
session was nothing short of miraculous 
with shorts, t-shirts and sandals replaced 
with pristine whites, immaculate collared 
shirts with proud logos and, for many, a 
first ever pair of sporting footwear.  
 
 

Skill Sets 
 

Our coaches provided a variety of innovative 
sessions during December designed to 
promote player skills, fitness levels, and all 
with a high fun content. The batting focused 
on grip, stance, backlift and defence. Grip 
was again to the fore as our coaches worked 
on the required elements for both quick and 
slow bowling along with that of a balanced 
and economic run up. Fielding drills at the 
Gymkhana remain a lottery due to the state 
of the outfield. The boys stuck to the task, 
however, displaying extraordinary agility, an 
eye for a catch, and strong throwing arms.    
 

 
             Close catching drill in their new kit 



Matches 
 
Head coaches, Bhavana and Harshad, organised four matches during December involving each of our 
age group XIs. A proud moment for players, coaches and sponsor alike as this was the first time that 
sides representing the newly formed Dharavi Cricket Academy (DCA) had taken the field. A fitting 
reward for all the hard work saw three victories and just one defeat as the youngsters responded to 
their coaches’ instructions.  
 
 

 

 
       U16 team photo and pre-match warm up  
 
 
The Dharavi Cricket Academy U14s started their 
season under grey skies at Shivaji Park. Taking 
conditions in their stride they produced a 
sparkling brand of cricket in recording an 
emphatic 32 run victory over our Kings Circle 
near neighbours from the SIES School. Inserted 
by the opposition DCA amassed 132-9 in 15 
overs. SIES were never in the hunt as the 
Academy boys backed up tight bowling with 
some athletic fielding. Raju proved the pick of 
the players scoring 11 and taking 2-12. The 
youngsters from the U12s opened their account 
with a fine victory over an Indian Gymkhana 
side. Sandeep (15) and Sahil (14) took the 
batting honours as the Dharavi Cricket Academy 
closed on 97-8 in their twelve overs. Early 
success for Vignesh 3-9 and Laxman 1-3 saw a 
deserved victory for the DCA U12s by 25 runs. 
 
 

 
 

The U16s were the first DCA side to take the 
field in a tournament organised by the NGO, 
Salaam Bombay. Participation was short, 
however, with DCA bowled out for 72 by a 
talented XI from Balmohan Vidymandir. Aman 
(12) and Sadik (10) briefly rallied the innings, 
but the total was always there for the chasing. 
And so it proved with the opposition winning 
by seven wickets despite a spirited spell of 2-
11 from Sameer Shaikh. There was better 
news for the U16s six days later as they 
inflicted a 34 run defeat on the GSB Sports 
Club. Electing to bat on winning the toss DCA 
accumulated 99-8 in 16 overs with Jafar (15) 
and Faizal (12) top scoring. Tight bowling from 
Sohel 3-3 and Shamshad 2-9 allied to some 
fine fielding saw DCA home at a canter. 
 
 
 

 

 
           U14 team photo and winning smile 
 
 
 



Player of the Month Awards 
 
 
The decision-making panel for the monthly 
awards comprises of our coaches and assistants.  
One player from each age group to be selected 
from both the morning and afternoon sessions. 
Selection criteria include: attendance, attire, 
helpfulness, attitude, and improved monthly 
performance. The season will conclude with a 
function to announce the Dharavi Cricket 
Academy Player of the Year. 
 
 
 
 
  
 Age Group   No. of kids     Sessions      % Attend 

 U12 (M) 
 U12 (A) 
 U14 (M) 
 U14 (A) 
 U16 (M) 
 U16 (A) 

15 
13 
13 
16 
13 
14 

8 
8 
9 
9 

10 
9 

91 
99 
93 
96 
96 
99 

  
 
Gymkhana Ground 
 
 
Limited preparation to the square again 
prevented net sessions. The signs of ground 
improvement work were initially promising with 
a load of top soil delivered in mid-November. 
However, this was simply used to level an end of 
the wicket table with the balance deposited on 
the outfield to make good monsoonal erosion. 
Something that groundsmen the length and 
breadth of the UK may soon have to consider if 
the current bad weather continues to play havoc 
with cricket grounds. This ferocious looking 
implement is part of a limited selection of 
equipment at the mali’s (groundsman) disposal. 
 
 

 
 
 
 Age Grp & Session       Player of the Month      

U12 (Morning) 
U12 (Afternoon) 
 
U14 (Morning) 
U14 (Afternoon) 
 
U16 (Morning) 
U16 (Afternoon) 

Laxman Tank 
Vignesh Subramanyam 
 
Sohel Shaik 
Jones 
 
Shamshad Khan 
Inyat Idresi 

 
 
Project Attendance 
 
 
Other than the odd absence for family reasons 
or ill health, attendance figures remained high 
and constant during the month. This, again, 
testimony to the varied and innovative 
coaching sessions provided by Bhavana and 
Harshad along with assistants Amar, Janardan 
and Akshay.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
              Limited selection of equipment                 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 



Meanwhile, back in the UK 
 
I was contacted by Nick Lockwood with news of a large amount of junior kit that is ours for the 
collecting. An early boost for the project’s annual kit appeal that is not due to start until March.  
 
 
Any other business 
 
More pictures of both the kit distribution and the December match action can be found by going to 
our Facebook Project Front Foot page. 
 
Our 50 for Front Foot fundraiser remains open. If you have not already contributed, and would like 
to do so, please click on the following link https://www.justgiving.com/Timothy-Gill1/.   
 
 
Acknowledgments 
 
As always my thanks to our coaching staff at the Gymkhana who continued their sterling work during 
the month and to Jyoti, Ravi and Lethy at Reality Gives who helped distribute the kit and kept the 
project running smoothly. Of course, none of this would have been possible without the support of 
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And finally …. 
 

A word on the recent appearance of Project 
Front Foot’s Twelve Days of (a Cricketing) 
Christmas. The four friends reminiscing 
represent some of the Gymkhana’s elder 
statesmen who help keep me sane during my 
time in Mumbai. The six dishes at Mani’s relate 
to my favoured eating house in Matunga where 
the ‘meal’ (entrée, main and pudding on one 
plate!) is yours for a mere 60 pence! And 
finally, the eleven men for Oxford was taken in 
June at the Oxford University CC pavilion in The 
Parks. M.A.K. ‘Tiger’ Pataudi being something 
of a legend around Oxford cricketing circles as 
was his father who gained his Blue in the early 
1930s.  

 
                      The Nawab of Pataudi 

                                                                                             
 
 
 
Vic Mills. January 2016. 
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