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Cover picture 
 
All smiles at the Gymkhana as assistant coach, Akshay, presents the Academy U16 January Player of 
the Month Award to Sadique Ansari.  
 
 

Project Front Foot (India) 
 
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 
Another busy and innovative month on the coaching front saw our batsmen focusing on hitting in 
the ‘V’, rotating the strike, running between wickets, the “stolen single”, and the horizontal cut and 
pull shots. Our bowlers again worked tirelessly on line and length as well as exploring the mysteries 
of leg spin and off and leg cutters.     

 

      
 

The Academy youngsters display a remarkable aptitude for catching and throwing. All the more 
surprising when you consider their previous cricket experience has been limited to improvised 
games on waste ground or in the labyrinth of alleyways in and around Dharavi.            

 

      
 
Above, age group practice matches are organised to help integrate skill sets into game play. The 
matches offer a valuable guide for future team selections as well as acting as a useful outlet for all 
that competitive energy.    



 
Matches 
 

 

A frenetic February Friday for the Dharavi 
Cricket Academy U16 squad brought two 
fixtures against the Little Angels School 
(Matunga), two victories, and a string of fine 
performances. In the opening game 
Narendra (25) and Amajad (15) helped post 
a formidable 174-9 in 20 overs. Wickets 
from Rahul and Aditya set DCA on course 
for a comfortable 33 run victory. In the 
second game, DCA scored 146-8 with Rahul 
(24) and Manoj (12) in the runs. Despite a 
spirited reply from the opposition, wickets 
for Inyat and Sahil saw the Academy U16s 
home by 29 runs and a winning double in 
perfect cricketing weather at Shivaji Park.        

 
The Dharavi Cricket Academy U12s returned 
to winning ways in February with a victory 
over Shishuvan School. Ground conditions at 
the Gymkhana, as the picture illustrates, 
remain difficult due to ongoing construction 
work in and around the pavilion. Credit here 
to the kids and coaches who - devising “local” 
rules and regulations to suit the conditions - 
were keen to get the match played. We shall 
be advising both Lord's and the ICC on the 
correct playing procedures when faced with 
piles of hardcore at mid-wicket.  
 
 

 

 

The season-long construction work at the 
Gymkhana has removed our prime location for 
staging matches in the process limiting our 
planned fixture list. However, as featured 
above, the enthusiasm for competitive cricket 
overrides all obstacles. Creative cricket of this 
kind is second nature to Dharavi kids who - 
fighting a losing battle against the encroaching 
concrete jungle - have precious little space to 
play. Matches thus take place on busy 
pavements, in narrow alleys, and on postage 
stamp pieces of waste ground. What’s a little 
movement behind the bowler’s arm when 
there’s chance to reenact last night’s T20 win 
by the Mumbai Indians. In the same spirit, 
building material is no more than a minor 
inconvenience when set against the wide open 
spaces of the Gymkhana.  



 
Player of the Month Awards 
 
The decision-making panel for the monthly awards comprises of our coaches and assistants. One 
player from each age group is selected from both the morning and afternoon sessions. Selection 
criteria include: attendance, attire, helpfulness, attitude, and improved skills performance. The 
season will conclude with a function to announce the Dharavi Cricket Academy Players of the Year. 
 
       Age Group/Session         February Winner                            Award Winning Criteria 

 
U12 (Morning) 
U12 (Afternoon) 
 
U14 (Morning) 
U14 (Afternoon) 
 
U16 (Morning) 
U16 (Afternoon) 
 

 
Rahul Barood 
Rohit Yadav 
 
Ayan Shaikh 
Anup Yadaw 
 
Rahul Singh 
Inyat Inresi 

 
Good attendance and outstanding bowler 
Good attendance and promising wicket-keeper 
 
Displayed good attendance and discipline 
Best batsman and wicket-keeper in his group 
 
Good attendance and best all-rounder 
Outstanding bowler and fielder in his group 

 
 
Below, Player of the Month Awards for January are distributed at the Gymkhana. Pictured left, U12 
afternoon winner, Anurag Dhumale, receives his award from Reality’s Ravi Shahu, while on the right 
U14 afternoon winner, Shubham Pol, is presented with his certificate by coach Harshad.  
 

     
 
 
Project Attendance 
 
   Age Grp       Nos/kids      Sessions      % Attend 

 U12 (M) 
 U12 (A) 
 U14 (M) 
 U14 (A) 
 U16 (M) 
 U16 (A) 

15 
13 
14 
17 
13 
14 

8 
8 
8 
8 
7 
8 

91 
97 
80 
94 
92 
96 

Other than the occasional absence for family 
reasons or ill health, attendance figures remained 
high and constant during the month. This, once 
again, reflects the varied and innovative coaching 
provided by Bhavana and Harshad along with 
assistants Janardan, Akshay and Amar.  

 
 
 



PFF Picture Archive 
 
During our seven seasons in Mumbai we have amassed a huge gallery of pictures from Dharavi, the 
Gymkhana, and Shivaji Park. Launched last month, this archive section enables us to take a fond look 
at the project’s early days. This month we hike back to October 2010 and the odd teething problem 
on the kit front. So sometimes we didn’t get it quite right. But most of the time – we did!  

 

     
 
       
 

Project Front Foot (UK) 
 
 
Kit 4 Kids 
 
Where recycled clothing and kit is concerned we look only for small or junior sizes. However, there 
are occasions where a pavilion, business or garage has been cleared and we receive donations of 
adult or late-teen sized kit. On such occasions PFF turns donor. In recent years we have placed 
surplus clothing with both the North London Action for the Homeless www.nlah.org.uk in Stoke 
Newington and the Oxford Homeless Pathways project www.oxhop.org.uk. 
 

During the past seven years we have 
received all manner of donations from 
a van load of clothing to a cricket set 
in a plastic bag. The kit does not have 
to be sophisticated or expensive or a 
named brand. Often the simplest 
donation can bring the most joy. A 
point illustrated by the picture 
opposite where a box of tennis balls 
from the Nottingham Tennis Centre is 
the best thing ever for these kids at 
the Byramjee Jeejeebuoy Children’s 
Home in Matunga. So think RECYCLE, 
and then PROJECT FRONT FOOT.      

 
 
 

http://www.nlah.org.uk/
http://www.oxhop.org.uk/


Front Foot Forum 
 
In late February I was contacted by SKY Sports News in the UK. Keen to look beyond their coverage 
of the T20 World Cup in India they plan to spend a day with Project Front Foot and Reality Gives. The 
idea is to film in Dharavi with Reality staff during the morning and then head to the Gymkhana for 
our afternoon coaching session.   
 
Rural Schools Initiative: we are currently waiting for pictures of the kit handover with the Samatol 
Foundation (www.samatol.in). 
 
More pictures of the February action at both the Gymkhana and Shivaji Park can be found by going 
to our Project Front Foot Facebook page www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. 
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And finally …. 

 
from fine leg to inside leg. Just when you 
thought you’d seen it all, up pops a gents 
tailor in Bandra who, whether by accident 
or design, just happens to name his small 
business after the most controversial Test 
series in cricket history. No doubt when 
cutting the trousers he also calls it (drum 
roll) Leg Theory! No place for Jardine’s cold, 
Caledonian countenance here. Although, 
interestingly, he performed his last duties 
as captain of England/MCC on the 1933-34 
tour of India. England winning the first Test 
in Bombay by nine wickets.   
 
 
 
Vic Mills. March 2016. 

 

 

 

http://www.samatol.in/
http://www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/

