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Cover picture 
 
High jinx at the Gymkhana on the final day of the 2015-2016 season.   
 
 

Project Front Foot (India) 
 
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 
The coaching continued unabated during the final month of the season as Academy players, the 
hardest working young cricketers in Mumbai, continued to improve their fielding skills, tweaked 
bowling actions, and looked to iron out technical flaws in their batting.   
 

      
 

          
 

With the mercury continuing to rise the need to rehydrate proved just as crucial as taking guard.  
The session over, coach Harshad is pictured finalising details for the last fixture of the season at 
Shivaji Park. 
 
 
 



Matches 
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
U14s brought a successful season 
to a close with a 22 run victory 
over GSB School. Put into bat, 
DCA posted a respectable 94-7 in 
twenty overs at a surprisingly 
green Shivaji Park. A crucial three 
wicket burst by Sohail Shaikh set 
DCA on course for a comfortable 
win. On the final Thursday of the 
season mixed DCA XIs played a 
thrilling T20 match that ended in 
a last ball tie. Competitive to the 
end, team B won the bowl out.     

  
 

 
 
 
Player of the Month Awards 
 

The decision-making panel for the monthly awards 
comprises of our coaches and assistants. One 
player from each age group is selected from both 
the morning and afternoon sessions. Selection 
criteria include: attendance, attire, helpfulness, 
attitude, and improved skills performance. The 
season will close with a function to announce the 
Dharavi Cricket Academy Players of the Year. 
In the running for the U14 award is Sohail Shaikh, 
pictured right, who picked up his third monthly 
award of the season during May.   

  
 
 
        



       Age Group/Session              May Winner                                        Award Criteria 

U12 (Morning) 
U12 (Afternoon) 
 
U14 (Morning) 
U14 (Afternoon) 
 
U16 (Morning) 
U16 (Afternoon) 

Chetan Makwana 
Anuragh Dhumale 
 
Sohail Shaikh 
Rahul Vatkar 
 
Sadiq Ansari 
Rahul Nakti 

) 
) 
) 
) Selection was based on a combination of session   
) attendance and match performances. 
) 
) 
) 

 
Coaches Bhavana and Harshad took time out during the final weeks of the season to present April 
Player of the Month Awards to (L) Ravi Mashidi and (R) Sandeep Sonkar.  
 

     
 

Project Attendance 
 
   Age Grp       Nos/kids      Sessions      % Attend 

 U12 (M) 
 U12 (A) 
 U14 (M) 
 U14 (A) 
 U16 (M) 
 U16 (A) 

13 
12 
13 
15 
12 
14 

8 
8 
8 
6 
8 
7 

86 
84 
85 
88 
89 
89 

Session attendance was slightly down in May due 
to player commitments including visits to their 
family villages. Those who completed the season 
enjoyed a final month of varied and innovative 
play provided by Bhavana and Harshad along with 
assistants Janardan, Akshay and Amar.  

 
PFF Picture Archive 
 

 

During our seven seasons in Mumbai we 
have amassed a huge gallery of pictures.  
Launched in January, this archive enables 
us to take a fond look back at the project’s 
early days. This month’s feature dates 
back to 3 November 2011 and head coach, 
Bhavana Patil’s, first ever session with the 
Dharavi kids. While expecting much from 
the new season, they were not expecting 
Bhavana. Inside ten minutes, however, 
she had them wreathed in smiles, running 
hither and thither, and enjoying the first 
of many illuminating sessions.  



Rural Schools Initiative 

 
If you doubt the need for donated kit and 
equipment in rural schools then take a look at 
the picture opposite. This was taken during a 
village visit with the Reality Tours and Travel 
team and represents the sum total of a school’s 
sporting equipment. But even this is an 
improvement on the majority we visit who 
have nothing in the way of kit. In an effort to 
improve the cricketing lot of rural school 
children we will be expanding our itinerary of 
village visits this autumn. Thanks to this 
summer’s appeal we will again look to provide 
packages of bats, tennis balls, and plastic 
wicket sets for immediate use. So think 
RECYCLE and then PROJECT FRONT FOOT.        
 
 
 

 

Project Front Foot (UK) 
 
Kit 4 Kids 
  
The first kit collection road trip of the summer sees a reunion with our old friend Steve Archer and 
the Yorkshire Cricket Board. We travel to Headingley on June 13.   
 
Our request for kit from the Lord’s Taverners Kit Recycling Programme was submitted online on the 
18 May.      
 
We hope to secure a batch of tennis balls from the Nottingham Tennis Centre once the Aegon Open 
pre-Wimbledon qualifying tournament has ended in mid-June 
 
Front Foot Forum 
 
We will be finalising our partnership with Old Trafford and the Lancashire County Cricket Club 
Foundation in the next few days. A press release will be issued on completion. 
 
Plans are at an advanced stage for our autumn itinerary in Mumbai and around Maharashtra.   
 
Action pictures from the Dharavi Cricket Academy and our Rural Schools Initiative will feature in a 
June publication of the Lord’s Taverners charity. Project Front Foot is listed as a delivery partner 
alongside the International Cricket Council.   
 
We are currently pursuing further options to transport our donated kit to Mumbai and beyond.      
 
For more details and pictures of the past month’s action at the Gymkhana and Shivaji Park please 
click on to our Facebook Project Front Foot page: https://www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/  
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And finally …. 
 

what better way to bring down the curtain on 
another season than with a guest appearance 
by His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Our connection 
to Dharamsala is PFF stalwart, Asim Shaikh, 
pictured far left. A key member of the Reality 
Tours & Travel team, Asim has turned his hand 
to most things project-related from coaching to 
umpiring to kit man. He and other members of 
the Dharavi business community met His 
Holiness earlier in the season. While there an 
invitation was made for a return fixture. Rest 
assured that should His Holiness visit Dharavi 
then bat and pads will be waiting.        

 
 
 
Vic Mills. June 2016. 
 


