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PRINCIPAL PARTNERS  

   

 
 



Cover picture 
 
End of Season Awards evening in Dharavi with the presentation party (back row L-R): Harshad 
(Coach), Joe (Reality Gives), Mr Prasad (Allcargo Logistics), Dr Shende (Allcargo Logistics), Holly 
(Reality Gives) and Bhavana (Coach), and our Players of the Year (front row L-R) Narendra Rathod 
(U16), Sohail Shaikh (U14), and Anuragh Dhumale (U12).   
  
 

Project Front Foot (India) 
 
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 
On Tuesday 21 June Reality Gives hosted the End of Season Awards Night for both the Dharavi 
Cricket Academy and the Reality Gives Girls Football Team. This was an evening to honour the 
efforts of both the boys and girls through a long, hot season: a celebration they richly deserved!   

 

      
 
The evening included contributions from our special guests (pictured below), Dr Shende (L) and Mr 
Prasad (R), from the Academy’s main sponsor in Mumbai, Allcargo Logistics.    

 

       
 



The night, however, belonged to the 
players and in particular those deemed by 
our coaching staff to be winners of the 
various awards. During the November to 
May season our coaches select a Player of 
the Month for each of our U12, U14 and 
U16 age groups. The evening saw the 
culmination of months of hard work with 
the Player of the Season Award for each 
age group. The picture opposite shows our 
three proud winners (L-R) – U16 Narendra 
Rathod, U14 Sohail Shaikh, and U12 
Anuragh Dhumale – flanked by members of 
the presentation party. Our thanks to Sandy 
Mitchell and the Lancashire CCC Foundation 
who donated the bats.   

 
 
While the main awards singled out particularly deserving players, all were winners on the night as 
those who completed the season received a Certificate of Achievement from members of our 
presentation party.  
 

     
 

     



 
The Master of Ceremonies for the presentation 
evening was Ravikumar Shahu. Ravi is one of 
those unsung heroes without whom a project 
of this nature would not exist. For the past year 
he has worked tirelessly in recruiting players, 
liaising with our coaches, filing reports, taking 
many of the pictures that have appeared in 
these newsletters, carrying out kit stocktakes, 
and was the prime mover behind our 
presentation evening. No sports organisation  
can exist without such an all-rounder. Ravi 
(pictured opposite) brings both good humour 
and great energy to this challenging position.  
Huge Project Front Foot thanks to him for his 
efforts during the past year.    

 
 
Curtain down on PFF VII   
 
With Mumbai now in full monsoon mode – blessed (if damp) relief from the heat and humidity –  
it falls to me to acknowledge all those who have worked tirelessly towards making this the most 
successful of our seven seasons at the Indian Gymkhana in Matunga.  
 
I would like to thank Lethy, Joe, Jyoti, Ravi, Luana, Holly, Lydia, Eloise, Chris and Krishna at Reality 
Gives, and Asim and Mayur at Reality Tours & Travel for their help and hard work on behalf of the 
Dharavi Cricket Academy and Project Front Foot not only over the past season, but over the last 
seven years. Special thanks, too, to our coaches Bhavana and Harshad, and assistants Janardan, 
Akshay and Amar who will carry the project forward to PFF VIII in the autumn.  
 
Project Front Foot would like to express its gratitude once more to Allcargo Logistics Ltd for its 
support, without which none of this would have been possible.    
 
Finally, my thanks to the Indian Gymkhana Club and to Satya, the cricket committee, and the mali 
and his staff for their hard work on both the wicket and outfield.   
 
 
PFF Picture Archive 
 

Launched in January, this archive enables 
us to take a look back at the project’s early 
days. This month’s feature dates back to 
early March 2011 and a mid-season 
stocktake. As mentioned above, the work 
of the mali is directly related to the wear 
and tear on our kit. The abrasive nature of 
wicket and outfield is reflected in the state 
of the net balls (pictured opposite). With  
a short shelf life, cricket balls are high on 
our wish list. So think recycle and then 
PROJECT FRONT FOOT.      



  

Rural Schools Initiative 

 
Last autumn we donated two packages of kit to a school south of Pune in the Satara district of 
Maharashtra. The kit was delivered recently to the Valmiky Vidya Madir School by our good friends 
at Galaxy Surfactants. The school has around a thousand students, mostly from poor farming 
families, some of whom cycle 20 kilometres a day or face an eight kilometre walk to attend lessons.  

 

     
 

 
 
Like many of the schools we support in rural areas this one has little or no sporting kit or equipment. 
In an area badly affected by drought, the kit will bring the chance of a little respite from what is a 
tough way of life for the local children. The pictures above, taken out of term time, offer a brief 
insight into school life. My thanks to Mr Yetin Seth at Galaxy Surfactants for providing both the 
information and pictures.  

   
  
  

 
 
 



Project Front Foot (UK) 
 
Kit 4 Kids 
  
The first kit collection road trip of the summer saw us battle monsoonal rain en route to Leeds and a 
meeting with Yorkshire Cricket Board’s, Steve Archer, at Headingley. Huge thanks to all those clubs 
around the county who donated kit. Thanks, too, to project volunteer, Gary, who acted as White Van 
Man for the day.      

 

 
 

 
   



     
 
 
Front Foot Forum 
 
Action pictures from the Dharavi Cricket Academy and our Rural Schools Initiative featured in a June 
publication of the Lord’s Taverners, The Long Room. Project Front Foot is listed as a delivery partner 
alongside the International Cricket Council.   
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot in June please click on to our Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/ 
 
 
And finally …. 
 

If you want to know why Project 
Front Foot was conceived all those 
years ago, and what keeps us 
keeping on, it’s for just such a 
moment as captured by Reality’s 
Luana Conti. Pictured opposite is 
U12 Player of the Year, Anuragh 
Dhumale, about to collect his  
certificate, bouquet, and new bat 
from Allcargo’s representative, Dr 
Nilratan Shende. This represents a 
big night in the young life of one of 
Dharavi’s many talented children 
and a great way to end our most 
successful season yet.    

 
 

  
 
Vic Mills. July 2016. 
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