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Cover picture 
 
PFF: helping to put Dharavi on the front foot.  
 
 

Project Front Foot (UK) 

 
 
The Shipping News 
 
October unexpectedly turned out to be a tense month on the shipping front. The complexity of 
Government of India customs regulations for the import of charitable goods had PFF – with project 
trustee Tim Gill as lead negotiator – and its cargo partners spending long hours to find a way to get 
our kit through the red tape. Happily, a solution was eventually found and our half a ton of donated 
kit loaded onto a container ship at London Gateway docks on 24 October for a sailing to Mumbai’s 
Nhava Sheva port the following day. We now expect the kit to arrive at the end of November, about 
four weeks later than initially planned.  
 
PFF’s Plan B 
 
At one point during the above negotiations it looked as if we would have to retrieve our kit from the 
warehouse in Purfleet. The spectre of three pallets of undeliverable kit inspired a Plan B. The BBC 
sports website recently had a report on the efforts of the German Cricket Federation to support 
Afghan refugees who want to play cricket. An email from PFF to the head of the Federation revealed 
a desperate need for all manner of adult kit. Therefore, “Plan B” will be integrated into our regular 
work and, as of next Spring, emails concerning our summer kit appeal will include a section relating 
to the donation of adult kit. This will then be transported to Germany for the Afghan refugees.     
 
PFF dons donor mantle 
 
In the course of our summer kit appeal we often receive donations of junior and adult cricket 
clothing. In such cases – since the clothing needs in Mumbai are met through the sponsorship of 
Allcargo – PFF dons the mantle of donor to place this clothing with deserving UK causes. In the past 
we have supported the North London Action for the Homeless and the Oxford Pathways Project.  
 

     
 
In the coming weeks junior England merchandise will go to foster homes in and around Berkshire, 
while two boxes of adult sweaters and tracksuits are destined for centres for the homeless in Slough.  



Pictured above project volunteers, Ron and Tim, sort junior England kit, while opposite some of the 
sweatshirts and tracksuits set for Slough.   
 
Front Foot Forum  
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot’s October please click on our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. A heads up, too, for November when PFF will be posting 
frequent dispatches and pictures from Mumbai and rural Maharashtra.  
 
 
 

Project Front Foot (India) 

 
 
 
A total of 25 bags of kit represents the excellent result of this summer’s appeal plus a small balance 
that could not be delivered last year. The kit will be distributed among the following beneficiaries:   
 
Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 
Set to start its eighth season early next month, the Dharavi Cricket Academy remains our flagship 
project. In partnership with the NGO, Reality Gives, and our main sponsor in Mumbai, Allcargo 
Logistics, we will be supplying all the kit requirements for the U12, U14 and U16 squads. An early 
meeting is scheduled next month with Reality Gives to discuss the format for the new season.  
 
Allcargo Logistics  
 
A global logistics company, Allcargo currently sponsors the Dharavi Cricket Academy. In a joint-
undertaking this autumn we will dovetail their current Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) support 
projects with schools in and around Maharashtra. Unlike Dharavi, country schools do have the space 
to play sport, but like Dharavi have little or no resources to provide kit for the children to play with. 
Allcargo have nominated six rural schools, with some five hundred pupils each, for PFF kit support.  
 
Galaxy Surfactants 
 
Another global company and long-time project friend, Galaxy’s CSR work in India focuses on schools 
in and around their various offices and plants. We anticipate providing kit packages to at least four 
inner-city schools along with a similar number of schools in rural areas. Pupil numbers again suggest 
that those benefiting from our kit packages will be upwards of a thousand.     
 
Mumbai Lions Club (Dahisar branch) 
 
Last year we were able to provide a kit package for a village community sponsored by the Dahisar 
branch of the Mumbai Lions Club. This autumn we will provide a further package for the village 
along with kit for five schools for underprivileged children in the Dahisar area.   
 
Global Cricket Community / Female Cricket 
 
This autumn we will join forces with Female Cricket (see www.femalecricket.com) to provide 
valuable kit aid for women’s cricket in India. Female Cricket has already launched a campaign via 

http://www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/


social media that targets players in the 10-20 age group; the most deserving girls and young women 
will be awarded PFF kit packages.  
 
 

PFF Picture Archive  
 

 

Launched in January, this archive enables us 
to take a fond look back at the project’s 
early days. This month’s picture dates back 
to 27 November 2009 and was taken at 
PFF’s first inter-club match at Shivaji Park. 
Pictured L-R (the management): Ganesh, 
Krishna, Chris and Vic. I’m not quite sure 
what we expected back then or in fact if we 
saw a future eight years on, but we simply 
took a fresh guard, dug in for a long innings, 
and played only and ever on the front foot.   
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In navigating our shipping freight through some decidedly choppy waters in October sincere project 
thanks to James, Mark and Jade at ECU-LINE and to Nilratan at Allcargo in Mumbai. During the month 
we again called on the sorting and packing skills of Ron and Tim admirably aided and abetted on the 
catering front by Jenny.   
 
And finally …. 
 

as we make ready for the start of a new season 
in Mumbai, it’s worth stressing the benefits of 
a settled and structured coaching regime, a 
point illustrated by head coach, Bhavana Patil, 
pictured opposite. A flawless forward 
defensive, Bhavana’s shot is straight out of the 
coaching manual. With the Dharavi Cricket 
Academy’s new season just days away, it’s 
reassuring to know that the new intake will be 
well versed in the art of classical front foot 
play. 
 
 
 
 
 
Vic Mills. October 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

  
 

 


