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Cover picture 
 
Sunrise over the M25 for PFF’s hardy truckers. 10-4 good buddy!  
 
 

Project Front Foot (UK) 

 
 
Sort & Pack VIII 
 
A key month in the project calendar, September is our moving month in every sense of the word. 
The great Lincoln to Berkshire kit migration began on 11 September as we transported this 
summer’s donated kit (approximately half a ton) to base camp for the final sort and pack before 
Mumbai. A long day into night brought torrential rain, a capacity load, busy motorways, and an 
unloading of the van under the cover of darkness.  

 

     
 

The following day we added the balance of last year’s kit to this summer’s donations, in the process 
requisitioning both sides of a double garage along with an entire forecourt, wall and lawn.  
 

 



         
 
The goal of the sort and pack process is to divide the kit so that PFF can support as many schools, 
orphanages, hospitals, projects and villages as possible, while responding to our partners’ distinct kit 
requirements. For instance, the three Lord’s Taverners bags below are destined for the Dharavi 
Cricket Academy and contain enough kit to see the U12, U14 and U16 squads through the entire 
2016-2017 season. In contrast, the majority of the bags in the centre picture will go to support 
projects involving the development of women’s cricket in and around Mumbai. Of course, none of 
this could have been achieved without vital volunteer support.  Pictured right, Tim and Ron emerge 
weary but unscathed from another sort and pack campaign.  
 

         
 
Of the 25 bags of kit, seven will travel with me to Mumbai courtesy of British Airways on 31 October. 
On 23 September, with perfect timing for our own version of Annie Proulx’s Pulitzer Prize winning 
Shipping News, we received confirmation from ECU Worldwide that the San Francisca would be 
carrying the rest of our kit to Mumbai’s Nhava Sheva port. PFF extends its gratitude to ECU 
Worldwide for its generosity in helping the project. 
 
 



 
 
Three days later – sufficiently spooked by the Monday mayhem on the M4 and M25 to be on the 
road by 05.40 – we set the Sat Nav for Purfleet and counted the miles. A spectacular sunrise over the 
M25 kept us in good heart, and we reached Youngs Transportation & Logistics by 07.30. Office and 
warehouses were already a hub of activity. Our bags were collected with a minimum of fuss, in the 
process adding a new word – palletised – to the project lexicon.   
 

         
 

           
 
 



One small reversing manoeuvre later and we 
were off in search of the M25. The motorway 
Gods were again in benevolent mood and saw 
us safely to the M4 and back to base camp in 
leafy Berkshire. There was more than a little  
adventure about the morning, but one in which 
we were happy to participate. Transporting kit 
by sea freight is a first for Project Front Foot 
and comes at a timely moment as we look to 
expand operations in Mumbai and around 
Maharashtra.   

 
 
 
Front Foot Forum  
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot’s frenetic September please click on our 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. 
 

 
 
 

Project Front Foot (India) 
 
Indian Gymkhana Ground 
 
Meanwhile, back in Mumbai, the monsoon became more sporadic, but the damage had already 
been done as last season’s wicket table floated away on an ebb tide. The ground will recover, as it 
does every year, although manmade incursions may now affect our new season.  
 

     
 

Extensive construction work around the Gymkhana could hamper the upcoming season. Reality 
Gives along with our coaches are already working on a Plan B which, if needed, will involve the hiring  
of a nearby ground. 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

http://www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/


PFF Picture Archive  
 

 

Launched in January, this archive 
enables us to take a fond look back at 
the project’s early days. This month’s 
picture dates back to November 2010 
and neatly dovetails the item above in 
that at the conclusion of every session, 
players, coaches, kit and even the 
pavilion cats are covered from head to 
paw in a fine layer of red dust. The 
picture opposite was taken at my 
temple eyrie prior to a much needed 
shower.  
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In steering PFF through the deep waters of sea freight huge thanks to James and Mark 
Pearson at ECU Worldwide. Thanks too to Richard Jones and Alistair Scott at Bandera 
Facilities Management for the vehicle which enabled us to take our bags of kit to Purfleet  
and the efficient and accommodating staff at Youngs Transportation & Logistics. 
 
In getting the kit from base camp in Berkshire to Purfleet I’m indebted to Tim Gill for coping 
admirably with two of Europe’s busiest motorways …. and all before breakfast! Of course, we 
wouldn’t have got this far had it not been for the sorting and packing skills of Ron Corbett 
and Tim admirably supported on the catering front by Jenny Gill.  
 
And finally …. 
 

September 28th marked the second 
anniversary of the passing of Mr P R (Suby) 
Subramanian. A great friend and supporter 
of Project Front Foot, Suby was solely 
responsible for helping secure our ground in 
October 2009. Without the use of the Indian 
Gymkhana at King’s Circle there is every 
likelihood that the project would not have 
got off the ground. Suby was also a key figure 
along with Ramu, Ramakant, Milind and 
Chand, in what has become our Rural 
Schools Initiative. In October 2011, his help 
and advice was of immense value as we took 
our first unsteady steps in bringing 500kgs of 
clothing and kit from the UK to Mumbai by 
air freight. A gentle, soft spoken man, Suby’s 
contribution to the project proved a key 
factor in its growth and development.  

 
 
Vic Mills. October 2016. 

 


