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Cover picture 
 
Part of a feature in our archive section on country cricket.  
 

Project Front Foot (India) 
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 
Inauguration Day 
 
Sunday 11 December saw the official Inauguration Day of the 2016-2017 season for the Dharavi 
Cricket Academy. Players were joined by family members for the event. Coach Harshad, along with 
Ravi from Reality Gives, spoke of the Academy’s plans for the new season. They were joined by Asim 
Shaikh of Reality Tours & Travel to distribute the new shirts, flannels and boots.  
 

     
 
The transformation at the next coaching session was nothing short of miraculous with shorts, t -shirts 
and sandals replaced with pristine whites, immaculate collared shirts with proud logos and, for 
many, a first ever pair of sporting footwear.  
 

 



Kids from the afternoon groups’ were not about to miss out on the limelight as they too, albeit in a 
slightly more casual manner, seemed equally delighted with their new kit.  
 

 
 
The images before and after the kit distribution tell their own story. The pictures below relate to a 
coaching session early in December, while those above were taken shortly after the Inauguration 
Day kit handover. 
 
Coaching 
 
After the helter-skelter start to our eighth season in November, December settled to some solid 
coaching sessions designed to promote player skills, fitness levels, all with a high fun content. It was 
also a time for our coaches to assess the new intake of children and their respective sporting 
attitudes and abilities.  

 

     
     

The batting sessions focused on grip, stance, front foot play, and running between the wickets. Grip 
was again at the fore as our coaches worked on the required elements for both quick and slow 
bowling along with that of a balanced and economic run up.  
 
Fielding drills at the Gymkhana remain a lottery due to the state of the ground. The boys stuck to the 
task, however, displaying extraordinary agility, an eye for a catch, and strong throwing arms.    
 



         

 
Matches 
 
Head coaches, Bhavana and Harshad, organised two matches during December involving the Dharavi 
Cricket Academy (DCA) U14 and U16 squads. An inspired all-round performance from Sameer Shaikh 
with 36 runs and 1-8 in four overs saw the U16s’ home by three wickets in a tight contest against the 
S T Anthony School. On winning the toss DCA inserted the opposition. Tight bowling and fielding 
restricted them to 81-5 in the allotted overs. Despite the loss of early wickets, Sameer saw the U16s’ 
home to a deserved win.  
 
The U14s’ first match of the season against St Theresa’s High School proved a far tougher affair. Put 
into bat DCA posted a modest 88 all out. Anuragh Dhumale (pictured front row far right) held the 
innings together with a battling 36, but it was always destined to be twenty runs short.  
 

 
 
DCA did not go down without a fight, however, with Ravi recording impressive figures of 3-17 in four 
overs. It was a valiant effort by the U14s’, but not quite enough as St Theresa’s reached the target 
for the loss of six wickets.  
 
Revelling in the Shivaji Park conditions, the Academy players displayed commendable sportsmanship 
irrespective of the outcome. Mixed results then from the opening fixtures of the season with each 
providing the coaching staff with food for thought.  



Player of the Month Awards 
 
The decision-making panel for the monthly awards comprises of our coaches and assistants. One 
player per age group is selected from each of the morning and afternoon sessions. Selection criteria 
include: attendance, attire, helpfulness, attitude, and improved skills performance. The season will 
conclude with a function in June to announce the Dharavi Cricket Academy Players of the Year.  
 
       Age Group/Session         December Winner                            Award Winning Criteria 

U12 (Morning) 
U12 (Afternoon) 
U14 (Morning) 
U14 (Afternoon) 
U16 (Morning) 
U16 (Afternoon) 

Rajesh Jaiswar 
Deepak Saroj 
Anuragh Dhumale 
Almas Ansari 
Sameer Shaikh 
Shubham Sharma 

The U12 awards were based upon hard work and  
a desire to improve, while those for the older age 
groups focused upon attitude and aptitude at  
the coaching sessions along with several eye- 
catching performances with bat and ball during  
the December fixtures. 

 
 
Academy Attendance 
 
 Age Group    Numbers      Sessions     % Attend 

 U12 (M) 
 U12 (A) 
 U14 (M) 
 U14 (A) 
 U16 (M) 
 U16 (A) 

11 
13 
14 
14 
14 
14 

13 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 

68 
61 
70 
78 
68 
72 

A combination of ill health, school commitments, 
and a day at the Test match contributed to 
reduced attendance figures during December. Our 
coaches were similarly affected by ill health as 
coughs and colds proliferated during Mumbai’s 
seasonal crossover.   

 
 
Surprise Visitor 
 

December brought a surprise visitor to the 
Indian Gymkhana ground in the guise of 
former Director of Sport for Reality Gives 
and long-time friend of Project Front Foot, 
Peter Woolcock. In his two years in post 
Peter worked long and hard with our 
coaching staff to devise a blue print that 
would give the Dharavi children an all-
round grasp of the game, its skills, rules, 
and required standards of behaviour. 
Happy to again participate, Peter awarded 
Player of Month certificates to the 
November winners. 

 
 
 
Test Match Visit 
 
Early in December coach Harshad secured eight tickets to take senior members of our U16 squad to 
the Wankhede Stadium to watch a day’s play at the recent India vs England Test match. A first taste 
of international cricket for the party was rounded off in style with another comfortable victory f or 
the home nation.     
 



 
 
 

 

Rural Schools Initiative 

 
 
Allcargo Logistics 
 
Thanks to the combined efforts of Allcargo Logistics, Project Front Foot, and Hindustan Cargo the 
long running saga of our sea freight was finally resolved in early December. For their part, Allcargo 
are now in possession of six bags of donated kit and will deliver it to schools in and around Nhava 
Sheva port in the coming weeks. 
 
 
FemaleCricket.com 
 

Spared the trials and tribulations of the 
shipping news, Vishal and Srinath, of 
FemaleCricket.com, still had a 9 hour/150 
km round trip in mid-December to collect 
their dozen bags. They completed the task 
in good spirits albeit that the journey was 
undertaken in a hired truck, with a rookie 
driver, amid scorching temperatures, and 
with road conditions akin to Paris-Dakar. It 
was worth the hardship, however, as they 
now look to deliver the kit packages to 
deserving female cricketers.        

 
The first such beneficiaries were the girls and young women cricketers of the Dahisar Sports Club on 
31 December. Founded by three sporting brothers – Kishor, Harakh and Pravin Gogri – the Dahisar 
club dates back to 1970. In only its second year, the women’s team has a squad of fourteen players 
from the ages of 14 to 21. It was another early start for Vishal and Srinath who were at the ground 
by 7.30 where the girls were already hard at practice.  
 



         
 

 
 
Club secretary Pravin Gogri and Coach Nitin headed the welcoming party as banner, kit and girls 
were soon assembled for the official handover. Kudos to Vishal and Srinath for the effort and hard 
work in seeing their idea of supporting female cricket through to fruition. For Project Front Foot, it 
was the perfect way to bring down the curtain on our busiest year ever.    
 
 
Galaxy Surfactants 
 
The news of the kit we left with Galaxy staff is that it is to be taken to the distant Satara District in 
western Maharashtra during the first week of January for distribution to schools. Pictures will follow 
along with an invitation (already received) to visit the district and schools, some seven hours drive 
from Mumbai, next autumn.   
 
 
 
 
 



PFF Picture Archive 
 
This month’s feature dates back to November 2012 and a chance meeting – on the road to Tarapur – 
with a bunch of young country cricketers. The task for their day in the sun was to create a wicket out 
of a nearby paddock. Without any of the equipment your own groundsman would use, they were 
limited to levelling an area as best they could, soaking it with water, and then – barefoot in the park 
– beating it into submission with a piece of heavy flat wood. 

 

     

The prepared strip was then be left to bake in the afternoon sun in readiness for play early the 
following morning. The pictures above, allied to those on the cover page, illustrate as deep a passion 
for the game in rural India as in the inner-city. Indeed, greater love hath no man for his sport than to 
spend hours in the baking sun, ankle-deep in mud, to produce a wicket for his fellow villagers.   
 
 

Project Front Foot (UK) 
 
 
Front Foot Forum 
 
A feature on Project Front Foot by cricket correspondent, Nick Hoult, appeared in The Daily 
Telegraph sports section on 5 December.  
 
During December we held preliminary discussions with the German Cricket Federation with a view to 
providing kit for new clubs formed for and run by Afghan refugees.  
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot’s busy December please click on our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/.  
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And finally …. 
 

a key member of the project’s support team in 

Mumbai is Mr Vijay Ramachandran. Ramu lives 

at the back of the temple and is therefore 

always on hand for me to drop in for coffee, 

breakfast, lunch, gossip, televised cricket, and 

project planning. During this latest visit Ramu 

surpassed himself by also finding me a dentist 

and when I was struggling with eye trouble 

taking me to a nearby clinic. In between time 

he booked my room at the temple, liaised with 

Lions Club members for our school visits, and is 

a prime mover in our school visits with the 

Galaxy team. A man with the right priorities, 

too, in that his first task before any journey, 

whether city or country, is to order and collect 

breakfast! It’s fitting then that in the picture 

opposite Ramu is caught with raised bat. For no 

one deserves the applause more than he. 

 
 
 
 
Vic Mills. Berlin. January 2017. 

 

  
 


