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Cover Picture 
 
Following in the footsteps of greatness: Dharavi Cricket Academy at Shivaji Park.  
 
 

Project Front Foot (India) 
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 
Coaching 
 
Our coaching team conducted another full and varied programme during January.  The batting drills 
for the three age groups centred upon front and back foot play along with shot selection. Elsewhere 
around the Gymkhana bowlers were encouraged to work on both an economical run up and action.  

 

        
  
The demand for high standards during matches – with games won and lost on a dropped chance – 
saw an emphasis on catching during the January fielding sessions. Undaunted by the ground 
conditions, the Academy players proved more than equal to the challenge.  

 

          



Gymkhana Ground  
 

The practice nets are now up and running at the Gymkhana. No easy task given the current 
construction work. My thanks to Harshad and his team for organising this and to the mali 

for the sorting and fixing.  
 

     
     

 
Matches 
 
From four thousand miles away the outfield at Shivaji Park looks in surprisingly good nick for this 
point in the season, more so when you consider the plethora of matches it hosts whether scheduled 
or impromptu. Outfield apart, the pictures do little to convey the sticky early morning heat or the  
layer of brown dust to boots and flannels that accrues during each session.   

 

 
 
The same heat, the same dust, that was enjoyed and endured in their formative years by the likes of 
Ajinka Rahane, Rohit Sharma, Sachin Tendulkar, Vinod Kambli, Zaheer Khan, Sunil Gavaskar, Ravi 
Shastri, Dilip Vengsarkar, Sanjay Manjrekar, Polly Umrigar, Farokh Engineer, Eknath Solkar and Vijay 
Merchant. Shivaji Park: a lot of heat, a lot of dust, and some of the best cricketers that India has ever 
produced! 
 



 

 

DCA U16s v CWC School 
     102-9 in 22 overs     89 all out in 19 overs  

DCA win by 13 runs 
 
The Academy U16s started the new year 
with a hard fought victory at Shivaji Park 
against a strong CWC School team. DCA 
made full use of the benign conditions with 
Rajan (23), Narendra (14) and Rahul (13) all  
making significant contributions. Tight 
bowling and disciplined fielding eventually 
saw the Academy home in a tight contest. 
Shoiab Ansari proved the pick of the DCA 
bowlers with 2-19 in four overs.  

 
  

DCA U14s v SIES School 
           72-8 in 20 overs     73-5 in 19overs 

SIES School win by 5 wickets 
 

Another tight game the following day saw the 
Academy XI push the visitors all the way before 
narrowly losing out. Anuragh (16) and Mohit 
(13) held the innings together, but DCA fell 
fifteen runs short of a competitive target. SIES 
School steadied the innings after early wickets 
and completed the victory without any further 
alarms. Anuragh showed growing confidence in 
his role as captain and was ably supported by 
Almas Ansari who took 2-19 in four overs.    

 
 

 

DCA U12s v SIES School 
        90-9 in 19.3 overs     89-8 in 20 overs 

DCA win by one wicket 
 

In the pick of the January fixtures, the DCA 
U12s edged out a combative SIES School XI by 
one wicket with just three balls remaining. The 
Academy bowlers set up the victory with Rahul 
taking 4-9 in three overs and Faizal 2-16 in his 
three. Man of the Match, Rahul, then steadied 
the innings with a workmanlike 18 ably assisted 
by Vikas with 12. A credit to both teams and 
their coaches, the game was played in an 
excellent spirit with sportsmanship high on the 
agenda. The small margin of victory suggests a 
return fixture before the season draws to a 
close in late May.       

 



 
 
 
Player of the Month Awards 
 
The decision-making panel for the monthly awards comprises of coaches and assistants. One player 
per age group is selected from each of the morning and afternoon sessions. Selection criteria 
include: attendance, attire, helpfulness, attitude, and improved skills performance. The season will 
conclude with a function in June to announce the Dharavi Cricket Academy Players of the Year. 
 
       Age Group/Session            January Winner                            Award Winning Criteria 

U12 (Morning) 
U12 (Afternoon) 
U14 (Morning) 
U14 (Afternoon) 
U16 (Morning) 
U16 (Afternoon) 

Manju Badsha 
Devendra Solanki 
Chetan Makawana 
Almas Ansari 
Rahul Nakti 
Shoiab Ansari 

 
 
Good attendance/behaviour together with 
performances during the January fixtures  

 
There were early morning celebrations at the Gymkhana in mid-January with assistant coach, 
Janardan, handing out December Player of the Month certificates to two of the morning crew. The 
U12 award went to Rajesh Jaiswar pictured left, while promising U14 player, Anuragh Dhumale, 
picked up the U14 award.    
 

     



Academy Attendance 
 
Age Group    Numbers      Sessions     % Attend 

 U12 (M) 
 U12 (A) 
 U14 (M) 
 U14 (A) 
 U16 (M) 
 U16 (A) 

10 
12 
16 
14 
15 
14 

8 
8 
9 
9 
9 
9 

76 
80 
95 
69 
80 
73 

Other than absences for school related matters,  
family reasons or ill health, attendance figures 
remained constant during January. This, once 
again, reflects the varied and innovative nature of 
our coaching programme provided by Harshad and 
his hardworking team.   

 
 
PFF Picture Archive 
 

 

Launched a year ago, this archive 
enables us to take a fond look back 
at the project’s early years.  This 
month’s picture dates back to 
November 2014 and suggests that 
the children of the Zilla Parishad 
School, Ambesari have figured out 
that project founder, Vic Mills, may  
have a weakness outside his off 
stump. This explains the over-
populated slip cordon. A theory 
that paid dividends for the current 
Indian Test team who employed 
such tactics with similar success in 
the recent series against England.  

 
 
PFF & Mumbai Customs 
 

A final word on our sea freight. Five of 
the twelve bags collected by our friends 
at FemaleCricket.com, when checked 
against the PFF inventory, proved to 
have missing items. These included  
T-shirts, a tracksuit, tennis balls, a 
helmet and pair of pads, and five bats. 
Unfortunately, three of the bats were 
earmarked as prizes for the various 
Dharavi Cricket Academy Players of the 
Season Awards. A disappointing end to 
what proved a long and testing saga.   

 
 
 

 
 
 



Rural Schools Initiative 
 
Allcargo Logistics 
 
In January we received pictures from Allcargo Logistics of the distribution of Project Front Foot kit via 
their Avashya Foundation to six schools for underprivileged children in the Raigad District south of 
Mumbai. The district is bounded by Mumbai Harbour to the northwest, Thane District to the north, 
Pune District to the south, and the Arabian Sea to the west. The nominated schools were in the 
villages of Ransaiwadi, Chirnerwadi, Punadewadi, Ransai, Belwadi and Chandelewadi.   

 

     
 
In its own words, the Avashya Foundation works primarily in the area of education, health, 
environment, women’s empowerment, sports, and natural disasters. In order to promote people 
centric inclusive growth, the Foundation has focused on skills development with the multiple 
objectives of addressing agrarian distress, promoting employability among rural youth , and catering 
for the needs of the logistics industry.  
 
In working with the rural community the Avashya Foundation see sport and physical education as 
fundamental to the early development of children and young people. Skills acquired during play 
contribute to the holistic development of young people. Participation in sports enables children to 
learn about the key values of life and living. As with all such handovers of project kit, once the official 
formalities were over it was time for the fun to begin. 

 
 

 
 



Project Front Foot (UK) 
 
Afghan Refugee Kit Appeal 
 
During December we held preliminary discussions with the German Cricket Federation (GCF) with a 
view to providing kit for new clubs formed for and run by Afghan refugees. 
 
This reflects a slight change of emphasis to our project year in that we’ll be holding two kit appeals. 
The usual one of junior equipment for Mumbai will be in early April. Prior to that, however, we have 
an appeal for adult kit.  
 
Last October I had half-a-ton of kit for India languishing at London Gateway port as we tangled with 
Indian Customs regulations. At its bleakest it looked like we’d have to return to Tilbury and collect 
the very kit we’d delivered just three weeks earlier. We needed a Plan B and quick! 
 
Trawling through the memory banks I recalled an article on the BBC news website in June detailing 
the work of the GCF in helping integrate Afghan refugees by encouraging them to play cricket.  
 
On the strength of this I contacted the head of the GCF and explained I might have half -a-ton of kit 
going spare and would he be interested? The answer was a resounding YES!   
 
In the end, our half-ton sailed to Mumbai and, after another head-on collision with Customs, is now 
being distributed. In explaining this to the GCF shortly after I discovered the following:  
 

 A hundred new cricket clubs have been founded for Afghan refugees in the past year.  

 The Lord’s Taverners provided clothing, but the GCF are desperate for all other equipment.  
 The GCF receives funding from the International Cricket Council, but policy dictates this is 

paid two years in arrears and thus does not cover current requirements.  
 
Enter: Project Front Foot. A raft of emails was dispatched in mid-January to friends, supporters, 
clubs, and first class and minor county cricket boards. The adult kit appeal will run from January to 
the end of February. The early part of March will be set aside for collecting, sorting and packing the 
donated kit before we head to Germany in late March for the start of the new season.  
 
To donate kit, sponsor or help fund this venture please contact Vic Mills at the following email 
address: projectfrontfoot@gmail.com  
 
Front Foot Forum 
 
The feature about our work in Mumbai by Nick Hoult of The Daily Telegraph has now been removed 
from their online Premium subscription section and is free to view. To access the article please click 
on the following link …. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/cricket/2016/12/04/meet-slumdog-children-
mumbai-vic-mills-hoping-save/ 
 
In mid-January PFF met with Pravin Patel of Cricket Lingo! (www.cricketlingo.com) in Berlin with a 
view to finding common ground between our respective projects. The coffee and conversation 
provided definite scope for future mutual support.    
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot’s busy January please click on our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/cricket/2016/12/04/meet-slumdog-children-mumbai-vic-mills-hoping-save/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/cricket/2016/12/04/meet-slumdog-children-mumbai-vic-mills-hoping-save/
http://www.cricketlingo.com/
http://www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/


MCC Cricket Photograph of 2016  
 
On the 6 January, just hours before the deadline, PFF entered three pictures in the MCC Cricket 
Photograph of the Year Competition 2016. The main motivation in entering was the potential 
funding on offer should we merit a place. The competition pits amateur photographers against 
professional. A four year old, 100 Euro, Nikon Coolpix camera places PFF firmly in the former. No 
matter: given that you have to be in it to win it, we’re in it!   
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And finally …. 
 

in mid-January Project Front Foot indulged in a 
spot of left field thinking regarding our funding 
needs. On spying the following headline in The 
Daily Telegraph - Investec pulls out of 10-year 
£40m deal to sponsor Test cricket in England - 
we dashed off a quick email to Investec, the 
essentials of which were then reproduced on 
our Facebook page.  

 
Memo to Investec Board. 
Dear Sirs,  
PFF will be delighted to step into the breach and 
avoid any undue cricketing embarrassment by 
picking up the remaining years of sponsorship 
of English cricket. What’s more, we’re willing to 
do it at a fraction, of a fraction, of a fraction, of 
a fraction of your current deal with the England 
& Wales Cricket Board.   
Look forward to hearing from you. 
Love & fraternal hugs 
Project Front Foot. 
 
At the time of going to press, we have yet to 
receive a reply.  
 

 

 
 
 
Vic Mills. Berlin. February 2017. 


