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Cover Picture 
 
Adil takes guard as play gets underway in Essen.   
 
 
 

Project Front Foot (UK) 
 

Afghan Kit Aid Appeal 
 
Origin 
 
Last October PFF had half-a-ton of kit for India languishing at London Gateway port as we tangled 
with Indian Customs regulations. At its bleakest it looked like we’d have to return to Tilbury and 
collect the very kit we’d delivered just three weeks earlier. We needed a Plan B and quick!  
 
Trawling through the memory banks I recalled an article on the BBC sports news website in June 
detailing the work of the Deutscher Cricket Bund (DCB) in helping integrate Afghan refugees by 
encouraging them to play cricket.  
 
On the strength of this I contacted the head of the DCB, Brian Mantle, and explained I might have 
half-a-ton of kit going spare and would he be interested? The answer was a resounding YES! In the 
end, our half-ton sailed to Mumbai and is now being distributed. In explaining this to Brian shortly 
after I discovered the following:  
 

 A hundred new cricket clubs have been founded for Afghan refugees in the past year. 

 The Lord’s Taverners provided clothing, but the DCB were desperate for all other equipment.  
 The DCB receives funding from the International Cricket Council, but policy dictates this is 

paid two years in arrears and thus does not cover the current situation.   
 
Enter: Project Front Foot.  
 
Appeal 
 
A raft of emails was dispatched in mid-January to friends, supporters, clubs, and first-class and minor 
county cricket boards. The appeal ran for eleven weeks. The task from early March onwards was to 
collect, sort and pack the donated kit before the ferry crossing from Harwich to the Hoek of Holland 
on 31 March.   
 
Kit collections 
 
A positive response to the kit appeal saw donations pledged from fourteen counties around the UK.  
During a three-week period, relying on numerous volunteer drivers and an assortment of vehicles, 
Project Front Foot traversed the country travelling 1400 miles along deserted country roads and 
busy motorways.  
 
The donations came in all shapes and sizes from a small bag from an isolated village in the Cotswolds 
to a factory clearance from our friends at B3 Cricket in Hucknall. By the third week in March we had 
all but filled a garage in Lincoln along with a handy amount already sorted at base camp in Tilehurst. 
The following pictures offer a brief glimpse into our various road trips during March.      



     
 

   
 

   
 

   
 
 
 



Media involvement 
 
BBC World Service radio joined the venture in late February. They had reported previously on the 
plight of the Afghan cricketers in Germany and saw this as an opportunity to update the situation 
albeit from a different angle. PFF was interviewed by Austin Halewood during a kit collection visit to 
Old Trafford in early March. Video journalist, Seth Bennett, then came on-board for the journey to 
Harwich, the ferry crossing to the Hoek, and the onward road trip to Essen.  
 
Sort & Pack 
 
The various kit collections from the North and Midlands were stored at a garage in Lincoln. This 
offered the chance for a four-hour pre-emptive Sunday sort and pack exercise. On the last Monday 
in March we drove a full hire van to base camp in Tilehurst to unite these donations with those 
collected in the South and West. Below left, volunteer driver Gary steels himself to do battle with 
the A46 and M1.   
 

    
 
The final sort and pack was set for 30 March. Mercifully, Tilehurst turned on a day of warm sunshine 
and blue skies. Just as well, too, as the forecourt was awash with all manner of clothing and kit. 
What promised to be a long, hard day was helped significantly by neighbour Fred pitching in to help 
pack and write the inventory. By mid-afternoon the 1100+ items were packed in 31 bags and boxes 
and we were good to go. 
 
The journey  
 
In offering new hope to sardines and cans Tim, Seth and I squeezed into the front seats of our 
Bandera Facilities Management van for a “cozy” journey to Harwich. The M4 and M25 were as kind 
as they could be for mid-afternoon on a Friday. Not that our resident Yorkshiremen were that 
bothered as, finding themselves to be lifelong Blades supporters, there were several decades of play 
and much club gossip to catch-up on.  
 
Thanks to an astute re-routing by Seth we missed the long delays around Chelmsford eventually 
arriving at Harwich in plenty of time for dinner and a welcome beer. In contrast to the chaos on the 
roads, the sea crossing aboard the Stena Hollandica was calm and serene. The perfect preparation 
for what lay ahead. Or would have been, had we managed to get some sleep. It was the sort of night 
that Lady Macbeth would have delighted in.    
 
 



 
Not enough sleep, and too much coffee, is hardly the best prep for an early morning hack across 
Holland into western Germany. However, unknown to Tim and I that was the easy part. For out of 
nowhere Seth produced a camera and mic and announced a spot of Carpool Karaoke! Had the door 
not been locked, and we not barrelling along an autobahn, I might have made a run for it. But there 
was no escape. It was with more than a little relief then when we entered the outskirts of Essen. 
   
Essen handover 
 
The two thousand mile, three-month odyssey that was our Afghan Kit Aid Appeal came to a 
successful conclusion in Essen late on Saturday morning. Brian Mantle was on hand to meet and 
greet together with his wife and family, and a dozen Afghan refugees. Our first job was to unload the 
van. The refugees’ curiosity soon overcame shyness, as they retrieved bag after bag of donated kit.   

 

     
 
It was then over to Seth who asked for volunteer interviewees. Adil was the first to step forward, 
pictured below left, followed by Brian to explain the Cricket Bund’s position. Having got a taste for 
camera and microphone, Adil then proceeded to select one of the new Kookaburra bats and proudly 
proclaim that he could score a hundred with it. The interviews over, it was time to retire to a nearby 
park and put some of the donated kit through its paces. 

 

          
 
 



With a batsman and keeper padding up, the others in the group took it upon themselves to organise 
an impromptu fielding session. Safe hands were clearly evident as the ball whistled off the middle.  
 

     
 
From this brief hit out it was clear that these guys have talent. A reassuring reminder to all those 
who donated clothing and kit that it has gone to a good home. Sadly, with ferries and flights 
beckoning, it was soon time to take our leave, but not before a final group picture.   
 

 
 
Honours Board 
 
By scoring a century or taking five wickets in an innings during a Lord's Test, a player ensures that his 
name is added to one of the famous Honours Boards in the pavilion. Found in both the Home and 
Away dressing-rooms, the boards provide a permanent reminder of the best batting and bowling 
performances in the long history of Lord's. 
 
With only a short history in comparison, Project Front Foot is nevertheless keen to provide a 
reminder of all those who helped the project whether in the form of clothing, equipment, funding,  
transport, storage, media coverage or simply by being on hand to provide advice and assurance 
during our recent Afghan Kit Aid adventure. Sincere thanks to all who played a part.   



 
 
 

Afghan Kit Aid Appeal  
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Project Front Foot (India) 

 
The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 
Coaching 
 
Meanwhile, four thousand miles away, it was business as usual at the Gymkhana. March is always a 
difficult and challenging month in the Indian school calendar with examinations held countrywide. 
With flannels giving way to fractions and LBW to IT, it becomes a case of tailoring our sessions to 
turnout. While academy batsmen worked hard on their front foot skill sets the bowlers nagged away 
on line and length drills.  
 

   
 

Attack was the theme in the fielding sessions with players urged to get the ball in the air as quickly as 
possible, while ever on the lookout for that bonus run out. Harshad and his coaching staff pride 
themselves on their one-to-one work with the players. Below, Janardan takes a young academy 
bowler through the mechanics of run up and action.  
 

             
 



Matches 
 
Two DCA U16 sides participated in an eight-team tournament on 1 March organised by HB Sports. 
The promising squad report by coach Harshad last month was fully vindicated as both reached the 
final. The B side elected to bat on winning the toss and, against some tight bowling and fielding, 
scored 71-5 in fifteen overs with Rahul 17, Shubham 14, and Rohit 13 the main contributors. Chetan 
and Aditya with two wickets apiece proved combative with the new ball . 
 

 
 
In reply the A side timed their run chase to perfection winning by five wickets with 8 balls remaining. 
Rajan 28, Faizal 13, and Amjad 11 stood firm against a spirited B side, while Rahul completed a fine 
all-round performance by claiming 3-11 with the ball. The trophies and medals were presented at 
the Gymkhana three weeks later by Andy and Suraj of our partner NGO, Reality Gives.  
 
To compensate for the trials and tribulations of the exam room our coaches organised a further six 
games during March with the Dharavi Cricket Academy coming out on top in all but one. This is  
further evidence that the work of our coaching staff is having a positive effect. 
 

March 1 

 

 

March 3 

 

 

March 9 

 

 

March10 

 

 

March 23 

 

 
March 23 

 

                            DCA U14s  vs. Indian Gymkhana U14s 

               122-8 in 20 overs       104 all out in 18.2 overs 

 

                            DCA U16s vs. YMCC U16s 

              48-5 in 13.2 overs       45 all out in 15 overs 

     

                            DCA U12s vs. Indian Gymkhana U12s 

     71 all out in 16.2 overs       82 all out in 18 overs 

 

                            DCA U16s vs. Indian Gymkhana U16s 

               137-7 in 23 overs      136 all out in 26 overs 

 

                            DCA U14s vs. Indian Gymkhana U14s 

            110-6 in 19.2 overs      109-9 in 20 overs  

 
                            DCA U14s vs. Indian Gymkhana U14s 

        98 all out in 18 overs       87 all out in 15.2 overs 

 

DCA won by 18 runs 

 

 

DCA won by 5 wickets 

 

 

IG won by 11 runs 

 

 

DCA won by 3 wickets 

 

 

DCA won by 4 wickets 

 
 

DCA won by 11 runs 



  
Player of the Month Awards 
 
The decision-making panel for the monthly awards comprises of coaches and assistants. One player 
per age group is selected from each of the morning and afternoon sessions. Selection criteria 
include: attendance, attire, helpfulness, attitude, and match performances. The season will conclude 
with a function in June to announce the Dharavi Cricket Academy Players of the Year.  

 
                             Session                    U12                             U14                              U16 

Morning 
Afternoon 

    Rohan Dulgaj 
    Ayush Shukla 

    Harish Ansari 
    Amar 

 Narendra Rathod 
 Shoiab Ansari 

 
Thanks to Reality Gives ace photographer, Ravi, we can recapture the moment when our assistant 
coaches presented the February Players of the Month winners with their award certificates. From 
left to right Amar presents Devendra Solanki with his U12 award, while Janardan presents the U16 
afternoon winner, Shubham Sharma, with his award followed by U16 morning winner, Rahul Nagati. 
 

   
   
Academy Attendance 

 
                     Age Group                     Numbers                     Sessions                  % Attendance 

          U12 (M) 
          U12 (A) 
          U14 (M) 
          U14 (A) 
          U16 (M) 
          U16 (A) 

10 
11 
15 
13 
15 
14 

8 
8 
8 
10 
9 
8 

87 
87 
63 
80 
67 
68 

 
Attendance figures again fluctuated during the month due to a combination of revision and exams. 
The mantra, in all such instances, is that of classroom comes before coaching. For those spared pen, 
paper and palpitations, the sessions remained both varied and innovative thanks to the work of 
Harshad and his team.  

 
 



Rural Schools Initiative 
 
FemaleCricket.com 
 
Last autumn our partners at FemaleCricket.com held a social media campaign where girls and young 
women were invited (http://femalecricket.com/abkhelegiindia/) to share both their cricket stories 
and kit wish lists. The campaign ran for two months and produced a huge countrywide response. 
Five winners were picked to receive a package of Project Front Foot kit. One such lucky winner was 
Pooja Rajjak of Kolkata.   
 

This is Pooja’s story ….  
 
My father works as a gardener at the Eden 
Gardens Stadium in Kolkata. From the age of 
14 I would accompany him to the ground and 
watch male and female cricketers play at the 
hallowed stadium and practice in the nets. 
Early on, I would play a lot of gully cricket with 
the boys in the neighbourhood, but at 15 my 
father forbade me from doing so as he wanted 
me to receive professional training. Since then I 
have learnt a lot about the technicalities of the 
game. I am an off-break bowler and a handy 
pinch-hitter that can score some quick runs for 
the team. I have played at the school district, 
state district, and club levels and want to 
represent Bengal soon, which would serve as a 
stepping stone to playing for India.   
 
Why does Pooja need the cricket equipment 
and how will this donation impact on her 
game?  
 
I need the cricket equipment because I do not 
have a cricket bat, ball and pads of my own as 
the ones I had bought 18 months ago had worn 
off and I have to rely on the mercy of my club-
mates to share theirs. At home, I do my 
shadow-practice with a bat that my younger 
brother uses for his training. At Rising Star 
Sports Club Cricket Academy, my coaches have 
been kind to waive my training fees, as my 
father cannot afford to pay the sum every 
month.  
 
Vishal Yadav of Female Cricket writes: through 
our association with Project Front Foot, 
Female Cricket was able to reach out to these 
needy and deserving female cricketers. This 
donation has certainly helped spread smiles 
and we aspire to continue doing the same.  

 

 

http://femalecricket.com/abkhelegiindia/


 
Front Foot Forum 
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot’s manic March please click on our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. 
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And finally …. 
 

Mr K Satya Murthy - gentleman, scholar, 
cricketer and good friend to Project Front Foot - 
celebrated his 80th birthday on 28 March. 
Thanks to mutual friend, Karthik, I can reveal 
that this auspicious day in the life of a Tamil 
Brahmin is called “Sahasra Poorna Chandra 
Darshan”. Sahasra – 1000, Poorna – full, 
Chandra – moon, and Darshan – sight. One who 
has seen a 1000 full moons. The picture 
opposite is Satya (left) receiving his Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Indian Gymkhana 
Club for SIXTY! years service as player and 
administrator in April 2015. Without Satya’s 
support it is likely we would not have secured 
the Gymkhana for our work back in October 
2009. So we more than most have much to 
celebrate his cricketing life and times. HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY, Satya, from all at Project Front Foot. 
 

 

 
 
 
Vic Mills. Berlin. April 2017. 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/

