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Cover Picture 
 
To mark our contribution to women’s cricket in India - perfect timing with the ICC Women’s World 
Cup currently underway in the UK - we feature an image from a recent handover of PFF kit by Vishal 
and Srinath of FemaleCricket.com to girls and young women at a club in Mumbai’s Thane suburb.    
  
 
 
 

Project Front Foot (India) 
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 

End of Season Awards Night 
 
On Tuesday 13 June our partner NGO, Reality Gives, hosted the End of Season Awards Night for the 
Dharavi Cricket Academy. The evening honoured the efforts of players from our U12, U14 and U16 
squads: a celebration they richly deserved!    
 
The presentation party comprised of Lethy, Andy, Ravi and Deni from Reality Gives, Mr Nitin Kamble 
of our main sponsor Allcargo Logistics Ltd, and Academy Head Coach Harshad Bojnaik.  
 
The decision-making panel for the End of Season awards comprises our coaches and assistants with 
selection criteria including: attendance, attire, helpfulness, attitude, and match performances. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dharavi Cricket Academy 
Best Batsman of the Season: Rajesh Jaiswar 

 (presented by Andy) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dharavi Cricket Academy  
Player of the Season: Rajan Yadav  

 (presented by Lethy) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dharavi Cricket Academy 
Best Bowler of the Season: Chetan Makwana 

 (presented by Andy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to the above awards, our coaches then had the difficult task of voting for the overall 
Player of the Season from each of the respective age groups. The culmination of months of hard 
work and endeavour saw the Player of the Season prizes awarded to (L-R): U12 Mohit Yadav 
presented by Harshad, U14 Akshay Chitroda presented by Andy, and U16 Rahul Nagti presented by 
Reality Gives volunteer Deni. 
 

       
 

 
 



While the main awards singled out particularly deserving players, all were winners on the n ight as 
those who completed the season received a Certificate of Achievement from members of our 
presentation party.   
 

     
 

An evening that began with an address by our special guest and Allcargo representative, Mr Nitin 
Kamble, ended fittingly with a player’s perspective on the season from Narendra Rathod. Having 
represented all three age groups, a fine cricketer in his own right, and now the longest serving player 
in the Academy, Narendra’s words capped the perfect evening for players and partners alike.  
 

 
 

Master of Ceremonies 
 

The Master of Ceremonies for the 
awards evening was Ravikumar 
Shahu. Ravi (pictured left with Lethy 
and Harshad) is one of those 
unsung heroes who is indispensable 
to a project of this nature. For the 
past year he has worked tirelessly in 
recruiting players, liaising with our 
coaches, filing reports, taking many 
of the pictures that have appeared 
both in these newsletters and on 
our Facebook page, carrying out kit 
stocktakes, and was the prime  

 



mover behind our awards evening. Every sports organisation needs such an all-rounder. Ravi brings 
both humour and energy to this challenging position. Sincere thanks to him for his efforts during the 
past year. 
 

Matches 
 
Dharavi Cricket Academy sides won 79% of games played during our eighth season; a statistic that  
bodes well for our next campaign and is proof positive of the hard work and endeavour of players 
and coaches alike. Of the various squads: the U12s finished on the plus side,  recording two wins and 
just one defeat from their three games; the U14 development squad, with an eye to next season’s 
senior team, recorded five wins from their eight fixtures; the standout squad at the Academy, 
however, proved to be the U16s who completed an UNDEFEATED!!!! eight match season. Huge 
congratulations to all the Academy players for making this our most successful season yet. It should 
be mentioned too that, as the image below illustrates, whether victory or defeat the games were 
played in a friendly atmosphere with sportsmanship high on the agenda. 
 

 
 

Curtain falls on DCA VIII 
 
With Mumbai now in full monsoon mode – blessed (if damp) relief from the stifling heat –  it falls to 
me to acknowledge all those who have worked tirelessly towards making this the most successful of 
our eight seasons at the Indian Gymkhana in Matunga.   
  
I would like to thank Lethy, Andrew, Ravi, Jyoti and Joe at Reality Gives, and Chris, Krishna, Asim and 
Mayur at Reality Tours & Travel for their help and hard work on behalf of the Dharavi Cricket 
Academy and Project Front Foot not only over the past season, but over the last eight years. Special 
thanks, too, to our coaches Harshad, Janardan and Amar who will carry the project forward to DCA 
IX in the autumn.   
  
Project Front Foot would like to express its gratitude once more to Allcargo Logistics Ltd for its 
support, without which none of this would have been possible. Finally, my thanks to the Indian 
Gymkhana Club, Mr K Satya Murthy, the cricket committee, and the mali and his staff for their hard 
work on both the square and outfield.   
 
 



Rural Schools Initiative 
 

FemaleCricket.com 
 
In late May, Vishal and Srinath at Female Cricket embarked upon another hugely successful 
handover of Project Front Foot donated kit. Vishal writes of the occasion: 
 
On 27th May, we visited a female cricket club in Thane, Mumbai, currently home to 40-50 female 
cricketers of all ages, ranging from 12 to 22. We carried enough kit to ensure no one goes empty 
handed. Me & Srinath started our journey with 3 fully loaded cricket bags, amidst the scorching 
Mumbai afternoon. But the excitement of meeting young cricketers at the club after a long time kept 
all our commute troubles at bay. 
 

 
 
We reached the club at 5 in the evening and found the girls performing their final fitness rounds. In a 
short time we were all set to proceed with our kit donation campaign. Coaches Swati Patil and Jayesh 
Kulkarni have been active followers of our Facebook page and were aware of our previous kit 
donation campaigns.  
 

     
 

 



 
Coach Jayesh introduced us and our purpose to the girls. They looked cheerful, positive and full of 
positive energy. These girls were runners-up in the recently concluded women's tournament and we 
could sense their team-work & excitement as they cheered each other throughout the event.  
 

 
 
I took the opportunity to capture the memories, while Srinath took over the presentation duties. 
Coach Swati called out the names, girls cheered each other, as we raced towards the end of an other 
successful campaign.  
 

 
    

The girls and coaches thank Project Front Foot for their wonderful sponsorship, which is the backbone 
of this successful initiative. Thank you so much Vic, you're the reason for so many smiles.   
 

 
 

 



Project Front Foot (UK) 
 
 

Afghan Kit Aid 
 
We have more news – thanks to Brian Mantle at the Deutscher Cricket Bund – of a further handover 
of Project Front Foot donated kit. The images below are from Stralsund on the Baltic coast and show 
Kristina Freyberger, of the Demokratie Leben! project for asylum seekers, with a group of very happy 
young cricketers. We wish players and supporters an enjoyable season and summer.  
 

 
 

     
 
The cornerstone of any overseas aid is reaching the right people at the right time. How soon will  
the donated items reach the intended parties? And how soon will they be used and benefitted  
from? In the case of Project Front Foot, and thanks to a little help from our partners, the benefit  
is immediate! 



Kit 4 Kids Summer Appeal 
 
In early May - a little later than usual due to our Afghan Kit Aid adventure - we launched our annual 
Summer Kit Appeal for Mumbai. In keeping with the recycling mantra of Dharavi, we look to recycle 
old and unwanted kit from a variety of sources and regions.  
 
With our British Airways baggage allocation again at a premium every kilo counts. The key to all 
donations is size: small is best. Although we coach three age groups (U12, U14 and U16) the Dharavi 
kids are smaller than their UK counterparts. The wish list, then, can be divided into two:  
 
Dharavi Cricket Academy: bats, balls, pads, gloves, thigh pads, arm guards, helmets and plastic 
wicket sets.  
 
Rural Schools Initiative: anything Kwik Kricket or All Stars Cricket related – plastic wicket sets, bats, 
wind balls, and ultra-light pads and gloves.  
 

Front Foot Forum 
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot’s work in June please click on our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. 
 

And finally …. 
 

The picture opposite - a recent addition to our 
coaching archive - features project founder, 
Vic Mills, with young Matt Clarke. Carbon 
dating of player, picture and perm suggests 
the mid-1980s; a time before Duckworth & 
Lewis, highlights and helmets. Although, of 
the latter, critical data supports the theory 
that big hair, allied to near toxic levels of 
perming solution, combined to form the 
perfect head guard in the event of collision 
between cranium and Kookaburra (ball & 
bird). The calm before the storm, Vic 
championed the “weather vane V” wherein 
his batting “V” could, at any one time, be 
located between cover point and third man or 
just as easily mid-wicket and backward 
square. Thanks to David Quincey and Matt 
Clarke for this limp down Memory Lane.  

 
 

 

 

Vic Mills. Tilehurst. June 2017. 

http://www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/

