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Cover Picture 
 
DCA U12s celebrate their 14 run Friendship Cup victory over the Indian Gymkhana at Shivaji Park.  
 
    

Project Front Foot (India) 
 

The Dharavi Cricket Academy 
 
Sponsorship 

 
Project Front Foot is delighted to announce 
that our main sponsor, Allcargo Logistics Ltd, 
has confirmed their continued support of the 
Dharavi Cricket Academy for the 2017-2018 
season. The sponsorship package also includes 
funding for the Reality Gives Girls football 
team. Sincere thanks to the Corporate Social 
Responsibility team at Allcargo for their 
continued support of sport in Dharavi.  

 

 

Congratulations to Lethy and Andrew at  
our partner NGO, Reality Gives, who worked 
hard on both the budget and presentation. I 
would also like to thank James Pearson at ECU-
LINE (Allcargo’s UK subsidiary) who set this 
whole process in motion by the simple act of 
forwarding my sponsorship request to Allcargo 
in February 2015. One small step for a man, 
one giant leap for the children of Dharavi. 

 
Coaching 
 
The coaching continued unabated during the final month of the season as DCA players continued to 
iron out technical flaws in their batting, tweak bowling actions, and improve their fielding skills.   
 

 



                         
       
With the mercury continuing to rise, the need to rehydrate is just as crucial as taking guard. The 
coaches’ insistence that each of the players brings a bottle of water is further evidence of a cricket 
programme that continually influences attitudes and behaviour far beyond the field of play.      
 
Matches 
 
A season’s hard work and endeavour came to a fitting climax in late May at the Reality Gives 
Friendship Cup tournament in Shivaji Park. Pitted against teams from the Indian Gymkhana, HB 
Sports and the GSB Sports Club, the Dharavi Cricket Academy won all three age group games.  
 

U12 DCA  62-6 (15 overs)  Indian Gymkhana  48 all out (13.5 overs) 
                                          DCA win by 14 runs        Man of the Match: Nikhil Yadav 

 
             U14       DCA       75-7 (18.5 overs)            GSB Sports Club               74 all out (20 overs) 
                                          DCA win by 3 wickets     Man of the Match: Almas Ansari 
 
             U16       DCA       105-4 (16.2 overs)          GSB Sports Club              104-8 (20 overs) 
                                          DCA win by 6 wickets     Man of the Match: Rajan Yadav 
 

 



The tournament brought the curtain down on our eighth and most successful season yet: a fitting 
tribute to the hardest working young cricketers and coaches in Mumbai. Thanks to the staff at our 
partner NGO, Reality Gives, for organising the event and to ace photographer, Ravi, for these final 
images of the 2016-2017 season.  
 

 
 

     
 

 



Player of the Month Awards 
 
The decision-making panel for the monthly awards comprises of coaches and assistants. One player 
per age group is selected from each of the morning and afternoon sessions. Selection criteria 
include: attendance, attire, helpfulness, attitude, and match performances. The season will conclude 
with a function in June to announce the Dharavi Cricket Academy Players of the Year.  

 
                            Session                     U12                             U14                              U16 

Morning 
Afternoon 

 Basha Siram 
 Devendra Solanki 

 Harish Ansari    
 Amar Kumar 

 Akshay Chitroda 
 Sohail Ansari 

 
Thanks to Ravi at Reality Gives, we have pictures of some of the Player of the Month presentations 
from April. From left to right: Banu presents Nikhil Yadav with his U12 award, Amar congratulates 
the U12 (afternoon) winner Devendra Solanki, and Janardan concludes proceedings by presenting 
the U16 award to Sohail Ansari. Congratulations to all the winners and to Ravi for his continued 
excellence behind the camera.  
 

         
 
Academy Attendance  
 
                     Age Group                     Numbers                     Sessions                  % Attendance 

          U12 (M) 
          U12 (A) 
          U14 (M) 
          U14 (A) 
          U16 (M) 
          U16 (A) 

10 
12 
16 
14 
16 
15 

9 
8 
8 
9 
9 
9 

49 
68 
57 
48 
65 
49 

 
Session attendance was down in May from the usual high numbers. With examinations over, many 
Dharavi children take the opportunity to return to their family villages. Those who stayed enjoyed 
another month of varied and innovative play thanks to Harshad and his coaching staff.  
 
 
 

 



Rural Schools Initiative 
 
FemaleCricket.com 
 
Last autumn our partners at FemaleCricket.com held a social media campaign where girls and young 
women were invited (http://femalecricket.com/abkhelegiindia/) to share both their cricket stories 
and kit wish list. The campaign ran for two months and produced a huge countrywide response. Five 
winners were picked to receive a package of Project Front Foot kit. One such lucky winner was 
Pranali Redekar from Mumbai. This is Pranali’s story in her own words: 
 

I was attached to bat and ball from my very 
childhood. I had an elder brother with whom 
I used to play cricket. I was the only girl 
playing cricket in an all-boys group. I enjoyed 
the game and grew up to become a good 
player, but because of some financial 
reasons, I had to leave cricket. There was no 
support from my family. I was studying in the 
college but would always dream of playing 
cricket. One day I saw a notice outside the 
college gymkhana related to some free 
coaching. A hope arose in my heart and I 
contacted the authorities and came to know 
that it is only for boys, but I convinced them 
and started playing in Mumbai Cricket 
Association cricket comp. There I saw 
everybody had their own cricket equipment. I 
felt bad, but continued practicing despite not 
having the proper kit. I still play cricket with 
full dedication. I have faced problem and 
cannot afford the gloves or helmet and other 
players lend me their kit. My dedication and 
determination are limitless. The only thing 
limiting me is proper equipment. It would be 
great if I could have my own gear.  

 
 
Vishal from FemaleCricket.com writes: we packed and couriered a bat, T-shirt, and helmet to Pranali. 
We wish Pranali all the best in her cricket career and hope she continues playing cricket with double 
the vigour and enthusiasm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://femalecricket.com/abkhelegiindia/


Project Front Foot (UK) 
 
 
Afghan Kit Aid 
 
TVP Cricket Fan Club Ludwigsburg 
 
News of the first handover of project kit - to the TVP Cricket Fan Club Ludwigsburg - arrived on 4 
May. We posted video footage of the handover on our Facebook page. To view the clips please click 
on the following link www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. A club official added the following 
message of thanks: we are very pleased that our cricket department has been selected by the 
“Frontfoot” project. We have more than 70 talented refugees who urgently need cricket equipment. 
The Frontfoot project helped us. We got everything on time before starting the league, so we could 
go through without problems. We thank “Frontfoot”. We would also like to thank Brian Mantle and 
Siegfried Franz and the entire team of the German Cricket Federation for their contributions. 
 

    
 
Sportkreis Waldeck-Frankenberg Club  
 
Three days later the following message and pictures arrived courtesy of Mark Konig-Philipp from 
Korbach near Kassel: we thank the DCB (Deutscher Cricket Bund) and Project Front Foot for the 
training equipment. Our refugees from Afghanistan and Pakistan have been very pleased. We are 
holding on 13/5 a tournament with other refugees, without this package it would not have been 
possible. Thank you for the support!  

 

     
 

http://www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/


Kit 4 Kids Summer Appeal 
 
In early May - a little later than usual due to our Afghan Kit Aid adventure - we launched our annual 
Summer Kit Appeal for Mumbai. In keeping with the recycling mantra of Dharavi, we look to recycle 
old and unwanted kit from a variety of sources and regions.  
 
With our British Airways baggage allocation again at a premium every kilo counts. The key to all 
donations is size: small is best. Although we coach three age groups (U12, U14 and U16) the Dharavi 
kids are smaller than their UK counterparts. The wish list, then, can be divided into two:  
 
Dharavi Cricket Academy: bats, balls, pads, gloves, thigh pads, arm guards, helmets and plastic 
wicket sets.  
 
Rural Schools Initiative: anything Kwik Kricket or All Stars Cricket related – plastic wicket sets, bats, 
wind balls, and ultra-light pads and gloves.  
 
Front Foot Forum 
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot’s work in May please click on our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. 
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As always my thanks to our coaching staff at the Gymkhana who continued their sterling work during 
May and to the staff at Reality Gives who helped keep the project running smoothly. Project Front 
Foot would like to express its continued gratitude to Allcargo Logistics Ltd for its support, without 
which none of this would have been possible.  
 
And finally …. 
 
In a city of 23 million (and counting!) you’d have thought that every square inch of ground would 
have been sat upon, slept upon, bought, sold and sub-let upon or just simply built upon. Not so.  
Ravi of our partner NGO, Reality Gives, managed to take the following image at a recent Dharavi 
Cricket Academy game at Shivaji Park.  
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/


Often seen as a parking position for the aged and infirm, could it be that third man is the new cover 
point? Combining the luxuries of space and serenity the position is fast becoming much sought after 
in Mumbai. Be careful of what you wish for, though, for Shivaji Park is not always this quiet or this 
empty!  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Vic Mills. Lincoln. June 2017.   


