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Cover Pictures 
 
Front foot play: urban & rural.  
 

 
 

Project Front Foot (India) 

 
 

Dharavi Cricket Academy  
 

End of Season Awards  
 
On Sunday, 24 June our partner NGO, Reality Gives, hosted the End of Season Awards for the 
Dharavi Cricket Academy. The event honoured the efforts of players from our U12, U14 and U16 
squads: a celebration they richly deserved!   
 
The presentation party comprised of Ravi, Nadia and Bano from Reality Gives and Harshad, Bhavana 
and Alpita from HB Sports. The decision-making for the Awards was the responsibility of the coaches 
and assistants of HB Sports with selection criteria including: attendance, attire, attitude, helpfulness 
and match performances. 
 

         
 
The culmination of months of hard work and endeavour saw the Player of the Season Awards go to: 
U12 Sameer Khan & Prince Kumar Soni, U14 Anurag Dhumale & Prathmesh Shrungare, and U16 Ravi 
Giri & Rahul Nagti.  
 
While the main awards singled out particularly deserving players, all were winners on the day as 
those who completed the season received a Certificate of Achievement from members of our 
presentation party.   
 



     
 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 



Coaching 
 

It has long been our contention 
that the Dharavi kids are some of 
the hardest working young 
cricketers in Mumbai. This was 
further illustrated as our ninth - 
and longest ever! - season drew  
to a close with stumps eventually 
drawn on Friday, 15 June. Given 
the BBC weather chart for that 
final week, not a moment too 
soon either with the south-
western monsoon poised to 
sweep across city and state. 
Undaunted by the forecast, kids 
and coaches appeared intent to 
squeeze every last ounce of action 
and activity out of the eight-
month season. On the plus side, a  

  little moisture in the air helped to dampen the red dust (think Roland Garros with samosas) that  
  so characterises Matunga’s Indian Gymkhana. The season closed amid a flurry of small – highly    
  competitive and only slightly muddy – inter-club matches.  

 

Curtain falls on PFF IX 
 
  With Mumbai now in full monsoon mode – blessed (if damp) relief from the stifling heat – it falls to  
  me to acknowledge all those who have worked tirelessly towards making this the most successful  
  of our nine seasons at the Indian Gymkhana in Matunga.   
 

I would like to thank Lethy, 
Andrew, Ravi, Jyoti, Bano and 
Suman at Reality Gives and 
Asim and Mayur at Reality 
Tours & Travel for their help 
and hard work on behalf of the 
Dharavi Cricket Academy and 
Project Front Foot over the last 
year. Special thanks, too, to the 
staff at HB Sports and in 
particular Harshad, Bhavana, 
Janardan, Raja and Alpita who 
will carry the programme 
forward to our 10th anniversary 
season in the autumn.  

 
  Project Front Foot would like to express its gratitude once more to Allcargo Logistics Ltd for its 
  support, without which none of this would have been possible. Finally, my thanks to the Indian 
  Gymkhana Club, Mr K Satya Murthy, the cricket committee, and the mali and his staff for their  
  hard work on the practice wickets and outfield.   
  



Rural Schools Initiative 
 
During an idle moment over coffee at Ramu’s in late February he came up with the stat that we’ve 
supported close to a hundred schools, orphanages, and sporting foundations during our nine years 
on the ground in Mumbai. A remarkable number that says much about the variety of people and 
organisations who rallied to the cause. Below, just a few who benefitted from Kit Aid. 
 

    
 

    
 

    
 
 



Women’s Cricket  
 
As women’s cricket gathers momentum in India, it’s worth mentioning that – to slightly less fuss and 
fanfare than at international level – Project Front Foot is doing its bit for the sisterhood. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Byramjee 
Jeejeebhoy 

Home for Children, 
Matunga 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Project Front Foot has been 
a long-time supporter of 
this Matunga orphanage; a 
connection that has seen us 
not only donate kit, but also 
undertake some lively 
coaching sessions with the 
kids. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Taverners mantra of 
Giving Children a Sporting Chance 
was never more apt than during 
our most recent visit in March.  
 



Project Front Foot (UK) 
 
 

Return of the Native 
 
In late June PFF swapped Berlin for Blighty. The return of this particular native, allied to an upcoming 
departure for Mumbai in late September, means a frenetic three months on the project front as we 
look to collect, store and sort our various kit donations.  
 

 
 
This is only half our summer story, however, as in the coming weeks project trustees will meet  
to discuss the future direction of our Kit Aid adventure. An ideal piece of symmetry too in that  
October sees the tenth anniversary of our work in Mumbai and Maharashtra. Every which way  
a busy summer in prospect.    
 

Funding Drive 
 
With Indian Customs officials becoming increasingly strict on bringing recycled kit into the country, 
we have begun to source items such as plastic bats and wicket sets through local Mumbai suppliers. 
The cost of these items during our recent visit in February and March was a little over £500; a 
significant part of our £4000 yearly running costs. If you would like to support this Mumbai kit 
initiative or help sponsor other aspects of Project Front Foot then please contact PFF founder Vic 
Mills at projectfrontfoot@gmail.com. 
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Garage Lament  
 

 

In the interests of kit-related continuity we 
bring you sad storage news from the spiritual 
home of Project Front Foot, Lincoln. We are,  
as from a few weeks ago, sans storage. Our 
garage, and secure storage space for eight of 
the last nine years, is no more. During this time 
ton upon ton of clothing and equipment has 
been piled high on pallet or wedged gamely 
between wheelbarrow and plant pots. Indeed, 
as the picture opposite illustrates, such was the 
volume of donated kit last summer, that it was 
almost out of the door. More than just a 
storage facility, however, the garage came with 
a huge carport ideal for sorting and packing;  

ideal too for parking our various white vans whether loading or unloading. But now no more. We 
could not consign the garage to history, however, without first offering sincere thanks to a great 
friend of PFF, Patricia Bowers, and for her kindness in allowing us to use the garage for the past eight 
years. Still, as we say at Project front Foot, as one garage door closes another shipping container 
opens. Thanks to Peter Mason in Newark we now have summer storage space.  
 

Front Foot Forum 
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot’s work in June please click on our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. 

 
And finally …. 
 

from fine leg to inside leg. Just when 
you thought you’d seen it all, up pops a 
Gents tailor in Bandra who, whether by 
accident or design, just happens to 
name his small business after the most 
controversial Test series in cricket 
history. No doubt when cutting the 
trousers he also calls it (drum roll) Leg 
Theory! While no place for Jardine’s 
cold, Caledonian countenance here, he 
did nevertheless perform his last duties 
as captain of England/MCC on the 1933-
34 tour of India. England winning the 
first Test in Bombay by nine wickets.    
 

 

 
 
 
 
Vic Mills. Somerset. June 2018. 
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