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About the Cover Pictures 
 
Project Front Foot: reaching kids, clubs and communities that others cannot. 
 
 

Project Front Foot  
 
 

Kit Appeal 2020 
 
With the dust now settling on our inaugural season in Europe it’s time to refocus on our spring 2020 
Kit Appeal. Yes, it's that time of year again when our hunt for old, out-grown or surplus kit begins in 
earnest. There is a slight change of emphasis this year in that - as we seek to support communities 
closer to home - we're looking at a March/April collection so we can get the clothing and kit where it's 
needed for the start of the new season in May. So we plan a spring, as opposed to summer, appeal 
and a much earlier collection than usual. There's also a change in the equipment we're looking for: it's 
not only kit for kids, but also anything in adult sizes that we can similarly recycle. In a nutshell, it's 
clothing and equipment from helmets to boots and everything in between! Our initial cut-off date for 
donations is late March 2020.  
 

 
 
 

Recycle over landfill  
 
A key aspect of our kit appeal is the desire to recycle, where possible, old or out-dated cricket kit and 
equipment. The driving force behind this was our decade-long involvement with the suburb of 
Dharavi, Mumbai’s recycling hub. A prime example involved bats that, although fallen on hard times, 
needed only a new grip and a little TLC to add years more worth and value. The before and after 
pictures below illustrate how a new grip can totally transform both appearance and appeal.  
 
 



     
 

The bats - after an already long life - were 
destined to face nothing more daunting from 
hereon in than a tennis ball, thereby adding at 
least another decade to their useful life and 
providing a heap of fun into the bargain. We 
were aided and abetted in Mumbai by one of the 
myriad of small one-man businesses whose 
main work was that of a cobbler, but who was 
game enough to try his hand at repairing all 
manner of project equipment. Over a ten-year 
association he stitched, glued, patched and 
nailed bats, pads, gloves, bags, and charging no 
more than a few rupees for his time and 
materials. Unlikely to find his kind again, it does 
go to show what can be achieved if you choose 
recycle over landfill.  

 
 

Sort & Pack 3 
 
In late October, and for the final time this year, Project Front Foot took to the basecamp garage and 
forecourt to sort and pack not only three bags for Berlin, but also the surplus non-cricketing clothing 
for local charities. The blustery autumn weather meant that the bulk of the work was undertaken in 
the garage as we sheltered from the elements.  
 

     



British Airways 
 

Between 2009 and 2018 we took - thanks to 
British Airways - over four tons of clothing and 
equipment to India supporting not only the 
Dharavi Cricket Academy, but also schools, 
orphanages and sporting projects. In 2019, with 
trips to Berlin in April, July and October we were 
able to take a total of 18 bags or close to 400kgs 
of vital clothing and equipment.    

 

Knights of the Road 
 
In common with other charities, we depend on volunteer help, not least on the transport front. Eleven 
years and thousands of miles on the clock mean a solid group of volunteers willing to offer their time, 
vehicles and fuel. The end product can be seen in the pictures below. The first in 2009 shows a small 
group of Dharavi kids proudly sporting Market Deeping CC shirts and caps collected from South Lincs. 
The second involves shirts and tracksuit bottoms courtesy of the Cornwall Cricket Board in Truro. The 
third brought SOS Kit Aid T-shirts from the Yorkshire Cricket Board in Leeds. And finally, a picture from  
 

      
 

     
 
this summer with shirts courtesy of the Lancashire Cricket Foundation in Manchester. A huge thank 
you then to our volunteer drivers: Jane in the Home Counties, Sue in the Southwest and Wales, Ron 
and Fred on the Heathrow run, Gary in Newcastle, in Lincoln and covering the North and Midlands, 
Tony, Neil, Gary, Dicky, Andy, Matt and Jane, at basecamp and very much our utility go-to driver, Tim, 
and finally here in Berlin, Volker. Expect some of these Knights of the Road to be in action early next 
year as we set out on our bumper spring kit collection.   



Project Beneficiaries 
 

Soest  
 
Part of the junior kit from our airlift to Berlin in July was put through its paces in mid-September 
courtesy of a bunch of enthusiastic 7-9 year olds at Mike Hay’s introductory coaching session in Soest. 
Twenty-two turned out for the morning session at the conclusion of which Mike handed out T-shirts 
courtesy of our friends at the Lancashire Cricket Foundation. We’re delighted to support Mike and his 
emerging cricket culture in Soest and hope that our kit will play a large part in the development of 
juniors and seniors alike.  
 

         
 

Kleve 
 
The last distribution of kit for the year took place in late November following a message from a newly 
formed team at the Hochschule Rhein-Waal (HSRW) in Kleve. This was not the first teaching institution 
PFF has supported. During our time in India we were able, thanks to our various partners, to donate 
kit to 150 schools in Mumbai and around Maharashtra. The story out of Kleve was that Fahad, with 
the help of twenty friends at HSRW, had resurrected the college cricket team. Keen to support new 
cricketing ventures, we were able to provide a bag of valuable kit to assist their indoor sessions this 
winter. 
 

     



Halle 
 
The final bag of kit brought to Berlin courtesy of 
British Airways at the end of October was 
despatched to Zakir and our friends at the 
Integration Through Sport campaign run out of 
the SG Einheit Cricket Club in Halle.  

 
 

Cricket Nepal 
 
In mid-October - thanks to the efforts of Mike Hay in Soest - we donated two bags of clothing and 
equipment to the German NGO, Jürgen Wahn Stiftung e.V, for their work with children and schools in 
Nepal. The kit had a distinctly northern feel to it and was part of the summer donations by Steve 
Archer at the Yorkshire Cricket Board, Sandy Mitchell at the Lancashire Cricket Foundation and Ian 
Wardle at the Northumberland Cricket Board.  
 

 
 
In November, shortly after his return from Nepal, we received the following email from Klaus Schubert, 
Chairman of the Juergen Wahn Foundation:  
 
I want to thank you very much for the great and wonderful cricket equipment you offered to the 
Foundation (www.juergen-wahn-stiftung.de) for the young generation of cricket players in Devighat, 
Nepal. I thank also very much my friend, Mike Hay, from Soest who was the important and necessary 
intermediary between your generous organization and our Foundation.  
As Chairman of the Foundation, it was a great pleasure and a touching moment to hand over such 
wonderful equipment. And you cannot imagine the great pleasure and the applause for these 
moments!! Let me say it in Nepalese language: “Dherai, dherai dhanyabad!” Many, many thanks! 
On the photo you see members of the Youth Club of Devighat, a small town in the mountains in the 
district of Nuwakot, about 80kms from the capital Kathmandu.  
Once more thank you very much. You made so many people really happy! 

http://www.juergen-wahn-stiftung.de/


The Salvation Army 
 
One of many tasks during our Sort & Pack Day in late October was to set aside clothing of a non-
sporting nature for recycling. It has been our practice since 2009 for such items - hoodies, fleeces, 
sweaters and shirts - to be forwarded to like-minded agencies for distribution. By chance, one of our 
volunteers bumped into a work colleague who was collecting for the Slough Salvation Army. Years ago 
in far-away Sydney a friend of mine said that the Salvation Army was the only charity she supported 
as they addressed need as and when it arose. This was echoed when the following email dropped into 
our Inbox:  
 

A huge thank you for the clothes and shoes. This 
morning I dropped them off at our soup kitchen 
and drop-in centre ready for distribution. We are 
really pleased with the items and immediately 
picked out a few bits for a lad of 19 who they are 
currently working with. He has nothing. There 
was a pair of size nine trainers too which she will 
take as his current shoes are held together with 
string and she was about to send out an ‘ask 
note’ for some, but these came just in time. One 
of the jackets and a few tops from the collection 
will be perfect for the young lad so they are 
being put to immediate good use as she will take 
them to him today. How is that for timing! It’s 
getting cold now, but the quality and thickness 
of the clothing will be fantastic to help keep the 
guys warm. Thank you so much for sorting this 
out.  

 
A further email arrived a couple of days later. Please could we say a HUGE thank you to everyone for 
the amazing donation of clothing and shoes to the Salvation Army in Slough. Your donations were a 
great blessing to us, as we were able to continue our programme to distribute clothing and shoes to 
the homeless and families who find themselves in a crisis and in desperate situations. Thank you so 
much, we truly appreciate the amazing and generous contribution you collected for us. God Bless 
 

SHOC  
 

There was good news in mid-November for John 
Bunyan and Christian as his Slough was slightly 
less of a despond than once perceived. Thanks 
to Ron and Nicki, the last consignment of surplus 
project clothing was handed over to the good 
folk of SHOC (Slough Homeless Our Concern) on 
Thursday, the 14th. The boxes and bags 
contained vital clothing - sweaters, hoodies, 
shirts and tracksuits - any combination of which 
could make all the difference as temperatures 
fall. Ron reports that the clothing was, in every 
sense of the word, warmly received. Project 
Front Foot: committed to choosing layers over 
landfill since 2009.  

 

 



Front Foot Forum 
 
 
 
Front Foot Funding 
 
While the support of British Airways remains a key component of our DNA, we reached the limit of 
such transport ambitions in July with the twelve bags we manhandled to Heathrow, Berlin and beyond. 
A magnificent effort on the part of all concerned, yet one that still left three times as much kit back at 
our Berkshire basecamp. To remedy this, and to support as many clubs and communities as possible, 
we are currently working on plans to take a van load of kit to Germany next April to coincide with the 
start of the 2020 season. If you would like to support this Euro-kit initiative or help sponsor other 
aspects of our work then please contact project founder Vic Mills at projectfrontfoot@gmail.com. 
 

Facebook 
 
For more details and pictures of Project Front Foot’s work during the past year please click on our 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. 

 
Festival high-fives 
 
In late October - to prove conclusively that while you can take the project out of India, you can’t take 
India out of the project - we posted Diwali greetings and festival high-fives through the project 
Facebook page to our friends in Mumbai. In doing so we recalled another Diwali, a season or two back, 
when we marked the occasion at the Indian Gymkhana Ground in traditional manner by providing 
clothing and food for the kids of our Dharavi Cricket Academy. A hit with kids and coaches alike it 
proved the perfect way to start the festival.  
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And finally ….. 
 
with due regard to the season, and sincere apologies to Frederic Austin and Frederick Sewards 
Trueman, we give you Project Front Foot’s Twelve Days of (a cricketing) Christmas.    
 

 

   
 
 

On the first day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: a little guy with big gloves 
On the second day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: two scamper a single 
On the third day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: three dressed for action 
 
 

  
 
 

On the fourth day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: four volunteer packers 
On the fifth day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: FIVE BERLIN BATSMEN  
 
 
 



  
   
 
On the sixth day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: six smiley SHOCers  
On the seventh day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: seven Old Trafford slippers 
 
 

   
 
 
On the eighth day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: eight Nepalese nurdlers  
On the ninth day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: nine bannered and booted 
 
 

  
 
 
On the tenth day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: ten protective helmets 
On the eleventh day of Cricket my true-man sent to me: eleven promoting integration 



 
 
 

On the twelfth day of Cricket my true-man sent to me:  
 

twelve bags for Berlin 
eleven promoting integration 

ten protective helmets 
nine bannered and booted 

eight Nepalese nurdlers 
seven Old Trafford slippers 

six smiley SHOCers 
FIVE BERLIN BATSMEN 
four volunteer packers 

three dressed for action 
two scamper a single 

and a little guyyyyy with biggggg gloves 
 
 

Season’s Greetings & 

A Happy New Year 

from all at Project Front Foot 
 
 
 
Vic Mills 
Berlin. December 2019. 


