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About the Cover Pictures: 
 
Over land, sea and air, Project Front Foot’s Kit Aid is finding its way to increasingly diverse kids and 
communities around the western cricketing world. A theme reflected in this quarter’s front cover with 

our clothing and equipment in action − clockwise starting top left − in Lebanon at Beirut’s Shatila 
refugee camp, at a Cricket Introduction Day in the German town of Oldenburg, in France with the kids 
of the Aunis CC, and in Portugal with our friends at the Social Innovation Sports NGO.   
 
 

 

 
 

Beneficiaries 

 
 

United Kingdom 
 
Refugee Cricket Project 
 

One of the first jobs after completing our 
autumn Sort & Pack exercise last year was to 
contact officials at a cricket project in south 
London. Run by the Refugee Council, the project 
supports a group of talented young Afghan 
cricketers. Project Front Foot has assisted both 
project and players with donations of clothing 
and kit over the past three years. After a flurry 
of phone calls and emails, Tim & Ron took a swag 
of shirts, flannels, and protective equipment to 
a Croydon cricket school for one of the project’s 
indoor training sessions. The sensitive nature of 
the project means that photo opportunities are 
rarely if ever granted. We wish these young 
cricketers continued success and are happy to 
provide support when needed.    

 

 

 
 

 



Cricket Lebanon 

 
In late February four bags of donated project bats and balls (courtesy of Kim and the Surrey Cricket 
Board) headed to Lebanon destined for the young Syrian cricketers of the Shatila refugee camp in 
southern Beirut and to cricket hubs in the Bekaa. Thanks to Richard Verity and his dedicated team of 
coaches we have pictures of the handover, perfect timing for the start of a summer of cricket.  
 

     
 

         
 

 



Cricket Germany 

 
Without the constraints of last season’s Covid outbreaks and lockdowns, it was with a renewed vigour 
that clubs around Germany embraced the new season and none more so than the clubs who 
benefitted from project kit in early April.  
 
Oldenburg CC 
 

Hard on the heels of the April kit donation, Radhe 
Mandal and his Oldenburg teammates were quickly 
into their stride. Towards the end of the month a 
successful Cricket Introductory Day was organised. 
On 21 May the club took part in Sportsommer, an 
event organised by the Stadtsport Bund Oldenburg. 
The first of its kind the event will take place every 
year. Over the nine-hour day club members were able 
to introduce cricket to over a hundred people. In a 
further exciting initiative, club members gave cricket 
lessons to children at an Oldenburg school in the first 
week of July. To cap an exciting start to the season, 
women's training sessions started in June and have 
already produced some very promising young women 
interested in building a team in Oldenburg.  

 

         
 

    
 



Berlin Cricket Academy 
 

Whether running an after-school cricket programme at Berlin’s 
British School or conducting coaching sessions and matches on 
the Maifeld behind the Olympic Stadium, there is rarely a dull 
moment during the cricket academy’s busy year-round 
schedule. As last year, we were extremely happy to support Mo 
and his talented coaching staff. If the smiles are anything to go 
by, then the coaches are doing an excellent job.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Baden-Württemberg Cricket 
 

We left two bags of junior kit in Gelsenkirchen in early 
April for collection by Sachin for distribution among clubs 
in and around Baden-Württemberg. The kit was shared 
between the kids of TV Käfertal and those of Walldorf. 
The clothing and equipment made its debut during May 
and June courtesy of local tournaments.    

 

   
 

     
 

 
 



Hellersdorf CC Berlin 
 

One of the oldest clubs for 
refugee cricketers in the 
country, we were contacted 
by a Hellersdorf official late 
in our March sort and pack 
cycle. While the bulk of the 
kit had been allocated, we 
were nevertheless able to 
provide half-a-dozen bats for 
the club’s women’s team. 
We look forward to 
providing further Kit Aid 
support next spring.   

 
Erlangen CC (Bayern) 
 

 
In early March I was contacted by Phillip at the 
Erlangen CC in Bayern. He was looking to take his 
team of youngsters – fifteen kids with an age 
range of 9-14 years – to the next level with hard 
ball cricket. The problem was a lack of protective 
kit. Thanks to the sheer volume of donated items 
last summer, we were able to provide two bags 
of clothing and equipment. All of which has 
already been put to good use by this enthusiastic 
bunch of young cricketers. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Condrobs e.V. Munich 
 

In early January we received an email from the 
charity Condrobs e.V. in Munich. The email 
related to six young Afghan refugees in their 
care who were keen to play cricket. Unable to 
afford bats or balls – yet only too aware of the 
positive influence of sport on mental wellbeing 
– the charity asked if we could help. Tim and I 
thought we could do a little better than just bats 
and balls. As such, our bag for the guys included 
bats, pads, protective equipment, training 
shirts, tracksuits, and a helmet. Everything, in 
fact, to almost start their own club. We wish 
them well.   

 

         
 
Hochschule Rhein-Waal CC, Kleve 
 
In 2019 we donated kit to a newly formed cricket team at the Hochschule Rhein-Waal (HSRW) in Kleve. 
Fahad, with the help of twenty friends at HSRW, had resurrected the college cricket team. Keen to 
follow this up, we were again on hand in April to provide further kit for the new season.  
 

     
 

* We hope to have pictures from Chemnitz, Gelsenkirchen, and Arras CC in our Autumn Newsletter. 



Cricket France 

 
Bengal Tigers CC 
 
There are tigers on the loose in Paris and supported in no small measure by Project Front Foot. We 
allocated four bags of much needed equipment to this capital-based club in the spring and the boys 
have backed up the request with a second place in the club championship going into the final round 
of matches. We wish them well for the remainder of the campaign.  
 

     
 

 
 
Brive CC 
 
In May we received pictures of project donated kit in its new home amongst the cricketers of Brive-
la-Gaillarde in the Dordogne. The Brive connection arose in early February via an email from Prad in 
La Rochelle. He explained that Natacha at the Brive Baseball Club (baseball and cricket are part of the 
same Federation in France and many baseball clubs have a cricket section) had thirty refugees 
desperate to start a new cricket club but were short on kit. The rest, as they say, is history. Perfect 
timing too in that the kit arrived at the same time as a spell of cricket weather. Good luck to this 
fledgling club for their inaugural season; and sincere project thanks to Ludo, Prad, Natacha, and to all 
those in the UK who donated to last summer’s kit appeal.  
 
 



             
 
Rennes CC 
 
The Rennes CC have a growing cricketing community through the age ranges and were thoroughly 
deserving of a large slice of project kit. And, lest it be forgotten, they were willing in early April to set 
off at 3am on a snowy night for a six-hour road trip to collect their bags. Every which way this was a 
big ask and we are delighted to help promote this expanding cricketing community. 
 

     
 
Aunis CC 
 

Over the last couple of years, PFF has 
earmarked clothing and kit for a cricket 
project with children in the La Rochelle 
region of western France. The growing 
number of young cricketers and 
volunteers has enabled this fledgling 
club to make substantial progress as a 
recent email from Pradeep confirmed: 
in early June, our juniors played in an 
U15 tournament with two English and 
one other French team from Nantes. 
For many of our players it was their first 
game outdoor. They just loved it! 

 
 



Cricket Portugal 
 
Social Innovation Sports NGO 
 
In late February we received an email from Ricardo at the Social Innovation Sports NGO in Portugal. 
His organisation was looking to use cricket to improve and empower the lives of around a hundred 
unaccompanied children who were living as  asylum-seekers in harsh conditions on the Greek Islands 
before being relocated to Portugal. The idea was to start a new club in the region of Beira Interior 
around the cities of Fundão, Castelo Branco and Covilhã. After a series of emails, the bulk concerned 
with post-Brexit import duty, we were able to deliver FIVE bags of clothing and equipment to 
Heathrow cargo services for Portugal. In early July Social Innovation Sports held a cricket day in the 
city of Fundão. Around ninety people of all ages and backgrounds from India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
Nepal, UK, Afghanistan, and Portugal attended. Project Front Foot, yet again, reaching those cricketers 
and communities that others cannot.   
 

 
 

              
   

 



 

 
 

Project Rewind 

 
A season’s hard work and endeavour came to a climax in late May 2017 at the Reality Gives Friendship 
Cup tournament in Shivaji Park. Pitted against teams from the Indian Gymkhana, HB Sports and the 
GSB Sports Club, the Dharavi Cricket Academy won all three age group games. The tournament 
brought the curtain down on our eighth and most successful season yet, a fitting tribute to the hardest 
working young cricketers in Mumbai.  
 

 
 

 
 

     



 

 
 

Front Foot Forum 

 
 
Kit Appeal 2022 
 

Our fifteenth annual Kit Appeal began in late 
April. As in previous years, we’re looking for 
literally anything cricket-related: helmets to 
boots and everything in between that’s of good 
enough quality and condition to recycle. This 
goes for both senior and junior clothing and 
equipment including All Stars and Kwik Kricket 
kit. Do please put the word around your club and 
members. For all offers of kit please contact Vic 
on projectfrontfoot@gmail.com   

 
 
Project in Print 
 

Penned by project founder, Vic 
Mills, Of BATTENBERG, BOMBAY 
AND BLAG: Tales of a Club Cricketer 
Gone Rogue was published on 4 
July and is available at WHSmith, 
Waterstones, E-Books, Amazon, 
and independent booksellers. A 
quirky look at all levels of the game 
through first-hand and opinion 
pieces, the book includes the full 
story behind Project Front Foot’s 
decade-long adventure in India 
along with our current support of 
refugee cricketers.    
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Social Media 
 
For all the latest Project Front Foot news and information please click on our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/projectfrontfoot/. 
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And finally … 

 
     
I couldn’t help but smile during commentary on the recent England Tests against New Zealand and 
India. The source of much of the amusement was the conjecture and creative thinking brought about 
by repeated requests to change the seemingly out of shape Duke ball. The current batch – in the eyes 
of the players – of decidedly questionable quality. Indeed, Jonathan Agnew, retelling a story told to 
him by umpire David Millns on Test Match Special, relayed news of a request for a ball change 
following the opening delivery of a four-day County Championship fixture. The lacquer on the ball 
having spider-webbed on contact with the bat.  
 

Years ago, during an Australian Tennis Open in 
Melbourne, a huge banner was unfurled down 
one side of a hotel close to the Rod Laver Arena. 
The image was of a pony-tailed and visored, 
Andre Agassi, about to deliver a withering 
forehand drive. The caption read:  

The Australian Open 
Where tennis balls go to die! 

With this in mind, I suggest that cricket balls, 
being a tad higher up the food chain than their 
tennis counterparts, have realised their Test 
match fate and decided upon positive action. 
And who can blame them given the power of 
today’s batsmen and their railway sleeper-size 
bats.    

 
The Duke balls have thus settled for discretion over valour and have opted for an early exit from the 
field of play. As you might imagine – and with an eye more to Dharavi than Duke – this was not the 
case during our decade-long tenure in Mumbai. A period where we successfully extended the life of 
dozens of donated net balls. All be it that by the end of a prolonged exposure to a Gymkhana wicket 
devoid of grass they were unrecognisable (see above) to anything remotely approaching a cricket ball.  
 
A word then to the makers and suppliers of the Duke ball: whatever the quality or state of your 
rejected cricket balls, there are clubs and projects out there that would welcome those cast-offs the  
pampered professionals are getting sniffy about. Spider-webbed? Luxury!  
 
 
 
Vic Mills. Berlin. 11 July 2022. 


